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being guilty of such a dangerous act of sacrilege. But the
thought that our dear Lord and Saviour sits in the confes-
sional in the person of His authorized agent the priest
should really appeal not so much to our fears as to our feel-

ings of confidence, of love and of gratitude. Oh, what a
heavenly boon is the confessional to the truly penitent heart,
burdened with sin and longing for peace! It is because we
too often do not feel the sinfulness even of venial sin in the
sight of God, that we do not realize and fully enter into the
blessedness the peace, the comfort and the satisfaction that
flows from the absolution of the priest after a good confession.

But our Protestant friends tell us that they prefer to go
directly to Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. Well, we
will not say one word to discourage them from going directly
to their Saviour and deriving all the comfort they can from
their petitions for pardon. No doubt, if they are sincerely
penitent and in good faith, they may succeed in persuading
themselves that they are forgiven; but, unfortunately, expe-

rience, we believe, abundantly proves that they have no evi-

dence except that of evanescent and very uncertain feelings,
which are far from producing that firm conviction which is

necessary to relieve the burdened soul from the discomforts
of doubt, uncertainty and oftentimes harrassing anxiety. Not
so with the true penitent who has received the absolution of

the priest after a good confession. He believes firmly and on

the best of evidence that our Lord has really appointed the
priest His agent to act in His name, and has given him au-

thority to remit the sins of the penitent on his making a good
confession. He believes that the act of the priest is ratified
in heaven, and is it not manifest that such a penitent enjoys an
advantage and an inestimable privilege which nothing else in

the world can give?
In this connection it is a very significant fact, and worthy

of notice, that when the ten lepers came to our Lord to be

healed He told them to go and show themselves to the priest,


