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Nevertheless, here came the barefooted boys and girls from
miles around. Soon an assistant became necessary, and was
found in Miss Christine Stuart, who, like Miss Rhodes, was
pious and unworldly. Thus the school grew. Later the
young women desired to take vows. Consultation with Bishop
Flaget decided that they should be allowed to form themselves
into a new community. On the 29th of June, 1812, six pious
young women were received as novices. On the same even-

ing the first tree was felled for the erection of a new convent.
Soon, with, the aid of liberal contributions, the new edifice
began to rise. Small stones were brought from the bed of the
creek and the foundation laid, being made solid with a filling
of mud and straw. Father Nerinckx, it is related, was the
chief mason on this occasion, doing this labor with his own
hands. Besides the house for the novices, a chapel hewn out
of logs was built, and a small house intended as a pastor's
residence. This was builded of logs and daubed inside and
out witli mud. The entire structure cost six dollars and fifty
cents! So began Loretto, which is now an immense estab-
lishment, famed in song and story.

Eight months after, in the same county, the celebrated
Academy of Nazareth had its beginning and. in a manner cu-

riously similar. On the 1st of December, 1812, Teresa Carico
and Elizabeth Wells took possession of a small log cabin which
had been fitted up for their occupancy by Father David on the
St. Thomas Seminary farm. Shortly after they were joined by
Mother Catharine Spalding, and by the following Easter num-

bered six persons. Later they removed to other quarters
more comfortable, to which Father David gave the name of

Nazareth when the community became a conventual home,
leaving become established, the sisters devoted themselves to
teaching and to caring for the aged and helpless poor. Their
own food was mean and coarse, and frequently scanty, but
such as it was they did not hesitate to share it with their help-

less fellow-creature- s. Later, the sisterhood adopted the rule


