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According to Kiowa mythology, which has close parallels
among other tribes, their first ancestors emerged from a hol-

low cottonwood log at the bidding of a supernatural progeni-
tor. They came out one at a time as he tapped upon the log
until it came to the turn of a pregnant woman, who stuck fast
in the hole and thus blocked the way for those behind her so
that they were unable to follow, which accounts for the small
number of the Kiowa tribe. The same being gave them the
sun, made the division of day and night, exterminated a num-

ber of malevolent monsters, and rendered the most ferocious
animals harmless; he also taught them their simple hunting
arts and finally left them to take his place among the stars.
Other wonderful things were done for them by a supernatural
boy hero, whose father was the son of the Sun and whose
mother was an earthly woman. This boy afterwaid trans-
formed himself into two, and finally gave himself to the Kiowa
in eucharistic form as a tribal "medicine," which they still
retain. Unlike the neighboring Cheyenne and the Arapaho,
who yet remember that they once lived east of the Missouri
and cultivated corn, the Kiowa have no tradition of ever having
been an agricultural people or anything but a tribe of hunters.

Leaving the mythic or genesis period, the earliest historic
tradition of the Kiowa locates them in or beyond the moun-
tains at the extreme sources of the Yellowstone and the Mis-

souri, in what is now western Montana. They describe it as
a region of great cold and deep snows, and say that they had
the Flatheads ("compressed head people") near them, and
that on the other side of the mountains was a large stream
flowing westward, evidently an upper branch of the Columbia.
These mountains they still call "Kiowa mountains." Here,


