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the law and punishable until 1836, when the act was happily
repealed. Of the above-name- d clans that of the Hyah-pah-tuk-ka-

was predominant, its people being the most power-
ful and enlightened in the arts of war and peace. The royal
house, or the house of kings, was of the Hyah-pah-tuk-kal- o.

It was called the "Hattak-i-hollatah- " (Beloved of the Peo-

ple), and no Choctaw, save of the royal blood, was permit-
ted to sit upon the throne. Of this house was Moshola-tub-b- y,

son of the last king and grand uncle to David and Israel
Folsom, whose children are well and widely known in the
Choctaw Nation at present.

The extreme in every respect of the Hyah-pah-tuk-kal-

were the Okalla-hun-nah-lay- s, or Six Town, who were of a
lower caste, a people without the ambition or education which
marked the royal "iksa." Of them it is avowed that they
often made use of carrion or the carcasses of dead fish and
animals. This was, of course, in an early day, before relig-

ion and education had placed them on a footing with the
other clans. In the year of 1820 a small body of these peo-

ple who dwelt on the banks of Hyah-wah-na- h, or Winding
Waters, arose in arms and assassinated a white trader. Their
brethren, who had always been friendly to the whites, were
so enraged at this act that they proceeded to punish the law-

less Hyah-wah-nah- s. But the latter, fearing the result of
their crime, left the country en masse and went to Louisiana,
afterward wandering from place to place in Texas and New
Mexico until 1840, when they stole a march into the Choctaw
Nation, settling on the borders of what is now called "Hyah-wah-na- h

prairie," within twelve miles northeast of Atoka.
For some cause or other they did not long remain in posses-
sion of their beautiful location, one which was admirably
adapted for an aboriginal settlement, the hills being full of
game and the waters of the mountain creek well stocked with
fish. It is believed by some that they were driven from the
country by their brethren and compose that little band now


