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The Choctaw Nation covers an area of 10,450 square
miles and an acreage of 6,688,000. It is therefore the largest
of the Five Nations. Of this great tract of land scarcely
one-thir- d is fitted for agricultural purposes, especially in the
eastern counties, where the surface is broken by mountain
chains whose long and rather narrow valleys are not always
the most fertile. The prairie land of Blue County is excep-
tionally good, while the bottom lands of the South Canadian
are highly productive, yielding enormous crops of corn, cot-

ton, etc. Rich tracts of land are also to be found here and
there adjacent to the waters of Red River, Blue and the
various branches of Boggy Creek. The country throughout
is splendidly watered and well adapted to stock raising. But
the chief wealth of the Choctaw Nation is and will henceforth
be dependent upon the apparently inexhaustible coal beds,
which are now being developed with great rapidity. The in-

come accruing to the citizens from this source, together with
the annual royalty collected by the national government, is
immense. The coal region extends over a wide strip of
country, running north from Denison to the waters of the
South Canadian, thence east and northeast to the Arkansas
line, a distance of over one hundred and fifty miles, the

being visible throughout the entire region. Be-

sides coal, the Choctaw Nation is undoubtedly rich in copper,
lead and silver, though no very important discoveries have
yet come to light. Since the establishment of railroads, tim-

ber has been a great source of revenue to the nation, a large
quantity of which has been cut down and shipped annually.
Walnut, bois d'arc and the various growths of pine and oak
reach perfection in the high and low lands; for here is a
country whose natural aspect varies from the ruggedness of
the Rockies to the low lands of Florida, rich in tropical veg-

etation.
The natural scenery of the Choctaw Nation, especially in

the eastern portion, is not surpassed by anything in the


