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HE Chickasaws. like their neighbors, the Choc- -

I taws, were located in Mississippi before their re
moval to the Indian lerntory, and occupied tnat
portion of the State which at the present time
bears the names of some of their most distin-

guished warriors Pontotoc, Pickins, Tisho-

mingo, etc. This territory had been ceded to
them at an early date, but by and by the onward
tide of civilization demanded either their recogni
tion of the laws and customs of the white man or

their removal to a point further west. Choosing what they
thought the least of the two evils, they entered into a treaty
with the United States, represented by Gen. John Coffee,
Oct. 20, 1832, whereby they agreed to dispose of their lands
in Mississippi and move to that region known as the Indian
Territory. Accordingly arrangements were perfected, and
the majority of the Chickasaws took their departure for the
new land, leaving behind many of the old and infirm, who
were neither willing nor able to depart from- - their ancient
homes. But the Chickasaws, with characteristic patriotism,
never forgot the old remnant that remained at home. To
their queen, Puc-caiun- la (Hanging Grapes), they afterwards
donated fifty dollars per year for life, and to Tishomingo,
their head chief, one hundred dollars annuity. To these prim-

itive people at that period these sums were quite a bonanza.
The government of the Chickasaws in early days very

much resembled that of the Choctaws, though we have no
reference to a queen in our information of the latter race.
The Chickasaws, instead of being divided into "iksas," or
clans, as was the case with the Choctaws, were known by


