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their distinctive house names, the descent being traceable
backward through the mother's ancestry.

No sooner had the Chickasaw emigrants settled among
their Choctaw brethren in the Indian Territory than they be-

came aware of the fact that their minority (in number)
would forever exclude them from representation in the gen-

eral council. Accordingly, they entered into a treaty with
the Choctaws on January 17, 1837, whereby they were to
have the privilege of forming a district of their own within
th limits of the Choctaw domain. They were also to be en-

titled to all the rights and privileges of the Choctaws with
the exception of participating in the annuities. They weie
to control and manage the residue of their funds, and select
such officers for that purpose as they thought proper. In the
division of lands which ensued the Chickasaws, figuratively
speaking, "won the toss," otherwise became possessors of the
fertile portion of the country, a tract of land perhaps une-quale- d,

and certainly not surpassed, by any in the United
States. Their sagacity in this trade is worthy of mention.
At the time of the treaty more than one-hal- f of the Choctaws
were sojourning in the eastern counties, nor did they spend
much time in penetrating the wilderness one hundred miles
westward, for the Comanches, Kiowas and other wild tribes
were constantly raiding the country. But the Chickasaws,
soon after their arrival, had visited the western valleys and
followed the water courses to their heads. They had seen
enough and were satisfied. It so happened, when the Choc-

taws relegated the weaker tribe to, a tract in the western por-

tion of the country, whereby they became a breastwork against
the incursions of the wild Indians, they were absolutely giving
them the richest body of land in the United States for the
paltry sum of $530,000, to be paid annually by installments.
The Chickasaws, according to treaty stipulations, receive
one-fourt- h of the immense royalty collected from the Choctaw
coal companies, as well as from other sources, allowing in


