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after that of the Choctaws. The principal executive officer,
however, is styled "Governor" instead of Principal Chief.
This change was wrought at the adoption of the Constitution
in 1856. The nation is divided into four counties Panola,
Pickins, Pontotoc and Tishomingo, each of which returns
three Senators and eight Representatives. The legislature
convenes annually at Tishomingo, the capital, on the first
Wednesday in September, and usually continues for one
month. Business is principally or has been up till re-

cently conducted in the English language through the aid
of an interpreter, but the disfranchisement of the white citi-

zens has materially changed the aspect of the body legisla-
tive, which during the years prior to this revolution had risen
to a higher plane than any body of law-make- rs in the Indian
Territory. The House and Senate are now composed of full-blood- s.

The Governor's cabinet is composed of National
Secretary, National Agent, Treasurer and Attorney-Genera- l,

which appointments (except the latter, which is elective) are
made by the Governor and ratified by the Senate.

There is no better school system in any State than that
adopted by the Chickasaws. A Superintendent of Public
Instruction is appointed by both Houses, who devotes his
time to traveling from institute to institute, inspecting the
establishments and the pupils, as well as the methods em-

ployed in their education. There are five of these institu-
tions, viz: The Male Academy, at Tishomingo; Bloomfield
Female Institute, Wahpanucka Institute, Lebanon Academy,
Collins Institute and a number of neighboring, schools, con-

taining in all about six hundred children. The sum of $50,000
is semi-annuall- y paid from the United States Treasury to
maintain these schools. This money is the interest accumu-
lating on investments in United States bonds, and is an un-

usually large sum to devote to the education of a tribe or
community of 6,000 inhabitants.

The Chickasaws may justly lay claim to being a most law- -


