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faith, they are very anxious to learn the truths of our relig-

ion. Thus these poor creatures make great sacrifices for the
education of their children; whereas, if they would bring
them to a government school, the government would provide
for all. We have a number of such children from Casa
Blanca, a station about twenty-fiv- e miles east of St. John's
school. Probably most of these poor children will not be
able to return next school year, simply because the parents
are too poor to support them. They will have no crops this
year, having had no rain nor water in the river to irrigate their
fields. About two dollars would defray the expenses of keep-

ing one child for a month with some family living near the
school. A bountiful opportunity, indeed, for such whom God
has blessed with earthly goods to do a work of mercy towards
the least of Christ's brethren.

Only a mile from the Catholic school is located a prepara-
tory government school, whose teacher is an Indian of the
Catholic school and draws a monthly salary of $90. The
average attendance this year is from 15 to 20.

St. Francis' Mission, at Salt River Reservation, has only
a very small adobe chapel, which was completed only last
year. It contains within its walls nothing but a primitive
altar. The adjoining little room for the priest has as yet not
even a chair, or table, or stove; only a poor bed. Although
this mission is only in its beginning, it is most promising,
about sixty grown persons attending Mass. These Indians
are also most anxious to have a Catholic school. Some of

them are now keeping their children to board with relatives
or friends at St. John's Mission, about 'thirty miles distant.
Undoubtedly it would be most beneficial for this mission to
have a Catholic school erected and maintained. May, God
soon hear the prayers of these good Indians and induce some
generous souls to realize their ardent wish.

The Indians of Gila Bend Reservation are Papagoes, who

always professed to be Catholics, although absolutely igno- -


