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The Comanches are described at this period under the
name of the "La Playes" division of "Aliatans," or "Snake
Indians," as inhabiting the plains from the headwaters of the
Arkansas, and including the sources of Red river, and extend-
ing from the mountains eastward indefinitely. They were a
wandering people, claiming no particular boundaries, and,
although possessing no guns, were brave and warlike. Their
country abounded in wild horses, besides great numbers
which they raised themselves.

In his volume, published a few years later, the explorer,
Zebulon M. Pike, states that the Kiowa, estimated by him to
number 1,000 men, had in 1803 been driven by the Dakota
into the mountains on the heads of the Platte and Arkansas
and north of the Comanche, where they were then wandering.
They owned immense herds of horses, were armed with bows,
arrows and lances, hunted the buffalo, and were at war with
the Dakota, Pawnee and "Tetau" (here meaning the Ute).
In another place he mentions both Ute and Kiowa as living
in the mountains of northern Mexico the present Colorado
and New Mexico the former being more civilized from con-

tact with the Spaniards. He speaks also of meeting, in 1807,
a party of Kiowa and Comanche returning from a trading ex-

pedition to the Mandan.
In the account of his expedition up the Arkansas in 1820,

Long speaks of the Kiowa as wandering with the Arapaho
and others over the prairies of Arkansas and Red rivers, and
having great numbers of horses, which they traded to the
Cheyenne and other northern Indians, who were not able to
rear them so easily in their colder and more barren country.
He describes a great gathering of tribes in 1815 on the South
Platte, apparently about the junction of Kiowa creek in Col-

orado, a region which he mentions as frequented by the
Kiowa, when the Cheyenne came down with goods from the
traders on the Missouri to meet and trade for horses with the
Kiowa, Arapaho and "Kaskaia, or Bad Hearts," and a party


