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scendants of the Mound Builders. It is a curious fact that
these mounds are nowhere so numerous as in that portion of
the country which was once inhabited by the Cherokee.

About the period of 1700, the Cherokee Nation consisted
of sixty-fou- r towns. The Upper Cherokees, living on the
Tellico and the Tennessee rivers, were continually engaged
in warfare with the northern Indians, while those of the
Lower towns, on the Oconee and Savannah rivers, were
harassed by the Creeks. Then, again, they had to fight the
French aud English at different periods. From these causes,
as well as the terrible scourge of small-po- x, the Cherokees,
in 1740, were reduced from seven to five thousand warriors.

In physical appearance this people were a splendid race
tall and athletic. Their women, especially, differed from
those of other tribes, being tall, erect and of a willowy, deli-

cate frame, with features of perfect symmetry and complex-
ion of olive. The warriors' heads were shaved, except a patch
on the back part, which was ornamented with plumes, while
their ears were slit and adorned with large pendants and rings.

The Cherokees enjoyed greater longevity than any of the
Indian tribes, owing to the pure air they breathed and the
mountain streams from which they drank; for they occupied
only the most healthful locations.

Unlike other Indian nations, they had no laws against
adultery, and both sexes being unrestrained in this particular,
marriage was frequently of short duration. They observed
some singular rules in relation to the burial of the dead.
When a patient was pronounced past recovery, his hair was
anointed, his face painted, and the grave being prepared before-

hand, he was interred as soon as the breath had left his body.
Of all Indian tribes the Cherokees were the most proud and

disdainful. Especially was this trait exhibited in their early
intercourse with the Europeans, the soldiery and the lower
class of whom they despised most cordially. The warriors
would not associate themselves with anybody less than the


