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"People grow old unnecessarily," says a writer. Wrong.
People grow old because they can't help it. Occasionally
you find men who are still useful and vigorous at seventy-fiv- e

and more, but such men inherit unusual health from their an-

cestors. They are not cheerful at seventy-fiv- e because of any
"system." The average human machinery wears out in from
sixty-eig- ht to seventy-fiv- e years. The will-pow- er has nothing
to do with the kidneys or the liver. A man who accepts old
age as a fact and acts as an old man should, will live longer
than the old man who tries to be a boy and indulges in boyish
dissipations when he should be in bed.

The comments of some of the leading Protestant writers
on the process of Catholization undergone by New England
are naturally a little curious, because they aim to reconcile
this religious revolution with the idea that Protestantism and
Puritanism are nevertheless holding their own. Catholics can
afford to smile at these puerile efforts to square the circle;
but after all is said, the fact remains that the old stamping-ground- s

of the grim-visage- d pilgrims contain a population
that is Catholic by one-thir- d its entire number over all other
religious elements. The history of Catholic progress on this
fruitful soil is indicated by statistics of New England.

"

Moved by the constantly increasing difficulties of the
Church, our most holy Father, Pope Leo XIII., has never
ceased, from the beginning of his Pontificate, to urge upon
all Christians of every nation the necessity of recourse to the
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, by means of the Holy Rosary.
Among other emphatic teachings, he laid down the following
doctrines in his first encyclical on the Rosary: "Our need
for divine help is certainly no less at the present day than
when the great Dominic first introduced the Rosary of Our
Lady as a remedy for the ills of his time. He, by the light of


