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women passed over at once into the possession of the winner.
Such were the first parents of the Canadian half-breed- s.

They formed the nucleus of a race of mixed blood, differing
in manners and customs but little from the Indian tribes
around them. In the winter they hunted the buffalo, in the
spring they fished along the great rivers. The great trading
companies employed them as trappers, but took no pains to
teach them either the elements of reading or writing, or even
those of agriculture.

Not till the Catholic missionaries came did real civiliza-
tion begin to be introduced among them. Nowadays all is
changed. A visit to a typical mission station that of St.
Albert, not very far from Edmonton, in Alberta, one of the
four districts of the Northwest Territories of Canada (viz:
Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Athabasca) will in-

dicate this amelioration. The mission contains 175 families,
most of them with numerous children, .for the half-bree- are
a very prolific race. These form the majority of the popula-
tion, but there are also numerous Irish, Scotch and French-Canadian- s.

Three languages are in general use, English,
French and Cree, but generally the latter. One of the priests
is Father Cunningham, mentioned above. Last year (1901)
the number of first communicants was sixty. The Grey Sis-

ters have a large establishment, of more than 150 persons
nuns, novices, school-childre- n, orphans, besides old folks in
a home, and hospital patients; they have also a farm. The
Grey Sisters began their labors thirty-thre- e years ago. It was
an edifying spectacle to see them busy in agricultural works,
driving bullock wagons and toiling like farm servants. In-

deed the Catholic missionaries have all along devoted them-

selves to teaching the half-cast- e population agriculture. For-

merly these lived exclusively on the chase; but their land is

very rich and the priests have taught them to profit by its
riches. Thirty years ago the missionaries had only some
thirty or forty acres to cultivate: but they had already sixty


