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that he, Tom Starr, would ride slowly until the party had
overtaken him. Such bold challenges are supposed to have
saved his life on more than one occasion, for Tom swore that
he would never be taken alive, and he never was.

The number of men killed by this daring outlaw has been
variously estimated, and it would be an utter impossibility to
reach the correct truth. During the first nine months suc-

ceeding the Ridge and Boudinot murders, United States In-

dian Agent McKissick reported thirty-thre- e assassinations.
A fractional portion of these killings have been charged to
Tom Starr, but he has no doubt been credited with a number
of crimes that he had no object in the world in committing.
He never killed wantonly nor for plunder's sake, but only for
revenge. He was carrying on a war of extermination singly,
and, once having marked his man, he rarely, if ever, failed to
"wipe him out." Although fearing not to face any living
mortal, he was more than once obliged to strike his enemy
when off guard, or else lose his chance completely. On one
occasion he had pursued a full-bloo- d Cherokee, aged about
fifty years, whose name need not be mentioned. Having
sought bim in vain for some time, he at last discovered him
lying asleep an'l drunk, stretched on a carpenter's bench;
approaching within a step of his victim, he plunged his knife-blad- e

to the hilt into the breast of the unconscious sleeper.
While inquiries were being instituted, Tom was many miles
away probably on the track of another sworn enemy. Three
years of outlawry had scarcely passed away (during which
time the Cherokee Government had offered rewards and did
everything in its power to capture Tom), when it was at
length decided to make a treaty with the outlaw and offer him
a free pardon on condition that he would return to his home
and cease hostilities. It was satisfactory to Tom, and he
carried out his agreement for two years, until the authorities,
for some cause or another, proceeded to arrest him. This he

would not submit to1; and once more fell back into the old


