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Philip Schuyler, Patrick Henry and Benjamin Franklin. As
early as 1832 the young nation found itself confronted with a
serious Indian problem, created a separate bureau for the
charge of the red men, and inaugurated a definite policy of
treatment. Speaking in general, we have altered this policy
three times. As a matter of fact, we have altered its details,
changed its plans, and adopted new methods of management
as often as changing administrations have changed the ad-

ministrators of our Indian affairs. But in the large, there
have been three great steps in our Indian policy, and these
have to some extent grown out of our changing conditions.
The first plan was that of the reservations. Under that sys-

tem, as the Indian land was wanted by the white population,
the red man was removed across the Mississippi and pushed
step by step still further west; and as time went on and the
population followed hard after, he was eventually confined to
designated tracts. Yet despite the fact that these tracts were
absolutely guaranteed to him, he was driven off them again
and again as the farmer or the miner demanded the land. In
time anew policy was attempted, or rather an old policy was
revived, that of concentrating the whole body of Indians into
one state or territory, but the obvious impossibility of that
scheme soon brought it to an end. Less than thirty years ago
the present plan took its place, that of education and event-
ual absorption.

In 1830 the country seemed to stretch beyond any possi-
ble need of the young nation, lusty as it was, and the wild

wilderness of the Rocky mountains promised to furnish hunt-
ing grounds for all time. The Mississippi valley and the
Northwest were still unsettled, but in the South the Five na-

tions were greatly in the way of their white neighbors, and
the work of the removal of the latter beyond the Mississippi
was begun. Under President Monroe several treaties were
made with those tribes the Creeks, Cherokees, Choctaws,
Chickasaws and Seminoles bv which, one after another,


