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peaceable, and do not question the ways of the Great Father
at Washington. Some are roving bands of Shoshones, dirty,
ignorant, and shiftless the tramps of their race who are on
every man's side at once. Some are Chilcats or Klinkas,
whose Alaskan homes offer new problems of new kinds for
every day we know them. And some are Cherokees, living
in fine houses, dressed in the latest fashion, and spending
their winters in Washington or St. Louis.

Yet these, and many of other kinds, are all alike Indians.
They have their own governments, their own unwritten laws,
their own customs. As a race they are' neither worthless nor
degraded. The Indian is not only brave, strong,' and able
by inheritance and practice to endure, but he is patient under
wrong,, ready and eager to learn, and willing to undergo much
privation for that end: usually affectionate in his family rela-

tions, grateful to a degree, pure and careful of the honor of
his wife and daughter: and he is also patridtic to a fault. He
has a genius for government and an unusual interest in it. He
is full of manly honor, and he is strongly religious. His his-

tory and traditions have only recently been traced, to the de-

light and surprise of scientific students. His daily life is a
thing of elaborate ceremonial, and his national existence is as
carefully regulated as our own, and by an intricate code. It
is true that our failure to comprehend his character and our
neglect to study his customs have bred many faults in him
and have fostered much evil. Our treatment of him, more-
over, has produced and increased a hostility which has been
manifested in savage methods for which we have but little
mercy.

But we have not always given the same admiration to
warlike virtues when our enemy was an Indian that we have
showered without stint upon ancient Gaul or modern German.

"The popular idea of the Indian not only misconceives his
character, but to a large degree his habits also. Even the

' wildest 'tribes live for the most part in huts and cabins made
of logs, with two windows and a door. In the middle is a fire,


