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a mineral country; because, independent of large bodies of
iron, and good indications of lead and silver, it contains the
richest coalfields in the Southwest. The royalty accruing to
the Nation from this source alone is more than sufficient to
sustain the government, if due economy were used. Three-forrth- s

of the great tract lying between the Missouri, Kansas
& Texas railroad and the Arkansas line is unfitted for cultiva-
tion, being intersected by lofty mountain ranges, with a roll-

ing country between; upheavels are to be met with every-
where, and the timber is chiefly evergreen. Little prospect-
ing has been attempted in the mountains by genuine experts,
but it is reasonable to expect the presence of lead in large
quantities, with the accompanying percentage of silver.

In 1887 and 1888 a gold and silver mining company was
organized at Atoka, on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas railroad;
shafts were sunk withing one mile of the depot, and the en-

tire stock disposed of. The assays from the government mint
showed $27 in silver and $5 in gold to the ton, but the lead
was lost, and, the superintendent dying about that time, the
work was discontinued, and has never since been

Of the mineral specimens picked up from time to
tjme in the Choctaw Nation, the tin ore several pieces of
which were shipped for assay has been pronounced the most
valuable; and its presence has been discovered in several of
the eastern counties. Petroleum also crops up here and there,
but is most plentiful in the Chickasaw country, in the neigh-
borhood of the Arbuckle mountains; it is also to be found in
the Cherokee Nation; while lead appears to be abundant in
several districts. Specimens of galena are not uncommon,
and some of these contain a large percentage of silver. Though
the Cherokees prohibit the mining of gold or silver, they have
a special law applicable to lead and other of the less valuable
minerals, so that when these claims are in process of develop-
ment, a good deal of silver will be secured without direct in-

fringement upon the law.

The Indian Territory was at one time the hunters' para- -


