
THE INDIAN ADVOCATE. 99

There were no hotels in the California of that day, but the
traveler, the prospector, the speculator, was ever welcome at
the mission board; and it was a bountiful board until the ra-

pacity of the Federal Government laid it waste.
"Alexander Forbes in his 'History of Upper and Lower

California' (London, 1839) states that the population of Up-

per California in 1831 was a little over 23,000; of these, 18,-68- 3

were Indians. It was for the conversion of these Indians
that the missions were first established; for the bettering of
their condition mental, moral and physical that they were
trained in the useful and industrial arts. That the missions
labored not in vain is evident. In less than fifty years from
the day of its foundation that is in 1825 the mission of
San Francisco Dolores is said to have possessed 76,000 head
of cattle; 950 tame horses; 2,000 breeding mares; 84 stud of

choice breed; 820 mules; 79,000 sheep; 2,000 hogs; 456 yoke
of working oxen; 18,000 bushels of wheat and barley; besides
$35,000 in merchandise and $25,000 in specie.

"That was indeed the golden age of the California mis-

sions; everybody was prosperous and proportionately happy.
In 1826, the Mission of Soledad owned more than 36,000 head
of cattle, and a larger number of horses and mares than any
other mission in the country. These animals increased so
rapidly that they were given away in order to preserve the
pasturage for the cattle and sheep.

"In 1822 the Spanish power in Mexico was overthrown;
in 1824 a republican constitution was established. Califor-

nia, not then having a population sufficient to admit it as one
of the Federal States, was made a territory, and as such had
a representative in the Mexican Congress; but he was not al-

lowed a vote on any question though he sat in the assembly
and shared in the debates.

"In 1826 the Federal Government began to meddle with
the affairs of the friars. The Indians 'who had good charac-

ters and were considered able to maintain themselves from
having been taught the art of agriculture or some trade,' were


