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the masses whoever they might be. The general govern-

ment had long been in financial distress, and had often bor-

rowed to put it mildly from the friars in their more pros-

perous days. In 1831, the Mexican Congress owed the mis-

sions of California 450,000 of borrowed money; and in 1845
it left those missionaries absolutely penniless.

"Let me not harp longer upon this theme, but end with
a quotation from the pages of a non-Cathol- ic historian. Re-

ferring to the Franciscans and their mission work on the Pa-

cific coast, Josiah Joyce, assistant professor of philosophy in
Harvard College, says:

" 'No one can question their motives, nor may one doubt
that their intentions were not only formerly pious but truly
humane. For the more fatal diseases that civiliza-

tion introduced among the Indians, only the soldiers and col-

onists of the presidios and pueblos were to blame; and the
Fathers, well knowing the evil results of a mixed population,
did their best to prevent these consequences, but in vain;
since the neighborhood of a presidio was often necessary for
the safety of a mission, and the introduction of white colo-

nists was an important part of the intentions of the home gov-

ernment. But, after all, upon this whole toil of the missions,

considered in itself, one looks back with regret, as upon one
of the most devout and praiseworthy of moral efforts; and in
view of its avowed intentions, one of the most complete and
fruitless of human failures. The missions have meant for
modern American California little more than a memory, which
now indeed is lighted up by poetical legends of many sorts.
But the chief significance of the missions is simply that they
first began the colonization of California.'"

Do we need to enforce upon our readers the significance
of the above statements? Is it not clear that some of the his-

tory which the United States has been manufacturing of late
bears a striking resemblance to the salient points in Mr.
Stoddard's masterly summary of bygone events of the Pacific
coast? Certain it is that in the recent attitude of many non- -


