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T is bad enough to be an Indian these days, but
to be a Catholic and an Indian is a calamity.
At least that is what we are to judge from the
way our government treats Catholic Indians.
Some time ago the Commissioner of Indian Af-

fairs made a ruling that Indian children who
were in attendance upon- - any school other than
a Government school are denied ration money.
This applied to the whole family, mother and
father as well as children, and meant a loss of a

great deal of money to the poor Indian families whose child-

ren attended any but Government schools. It so happens
that Catholics are the only religious denomination which main-

tain Indian schools. Therefore these were the only schools
affected by this order. The matter was brought up before the
Board of Indian Commissioners, ten in number, two of whom
are Catholics, Archbishop Ryan, of Philadelphia, and Mr.
Bonaparte, of Baltimore, the other eight being members of

other religious denominations. This board unanimously de-did-

that the ruling of the Indian Commissioners against
the children who attended the Catholic Indian schools was
unjust, and when the Indian bill came before Congress an
amendment prepared by the Indian Commission was present-
ed to cover the defect caused by the Indian Commissioners'
decision. The amendment read as follows: "That no ration
shall be withheld from any Indian entitled thereto under any
treaty with the United States by reason of the fact that the
child or children of such Indian may be in attendance upon
any school other than a Government school."

The adoption of that amendment would have made it
possible to do justice to the Indian children attending Catho- -


