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to. The Spanish, Indians, and mixed breeds, are all pecul-

iarly pious races. There is a constant flowing in and out,
nor are the interiors without a fascinating attractiveness.
Here are paintings old, rich and splendid, executed by native
artists who have won distinction throughout the entire Spanish-sp-

eaking world. There are sculptures of a form and dig-

nity unsurpassed, except by a chosen few in Italy. And then
the music that one hears pouring down from the time-staine- d

organ-loft- s! You do not listen to such across the border.
The Mexicans are a musical people. Before the Spaniards
came, the Aztec and Toltec races possessed great musical
genius as is attested by the multitude of instruments exhumed
from mounds and half-burie- d cities in Chiriqui and elsewhere.
Even among the Aztecs of today there is a tradition that an-

ciently their monarchs were in the habit of beheading the un-

fortunate singer, or performer, guilty of a discord. The Mon-tezum-

did not tolerate Wagners. Everybody has heard of

the soft, passionate soulfulness of Spanish music, which, here
blent with the mournful strains of the Aztec genius, produced
an effect difficult to parallel anywhere outside of Mexico.
Here it may be interesting to state that in the City of Mexico
alone there are eleven music-publishin- g houses, three of
which issue everything, from a solemn Mass to the simplest
love-son- g all these productions being the result of native
genius. Nor is the City of Mexico alone. In Vera Cruz,
Guadalajara. Chihuahua, and several other cities there are
houses that issue both sacred and secular music, and from
one, at Chihuahua, that of Gomer Gonzalez, a great number
of simple airs are finding an audience in our own country.

In the United States we hear a great deal about the mis-

ery of the peon population, and its degraded condition, and
many attempts have been made to compare the peons of our
sister republic to the negroes of the South. When one con-

siders the case thoroughly there is really small occasion for
comparison. While a vast number of the peon element are
considered inferior socially by the descendants of the Span- -


