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of the South. With the most picturesque and beautiful land-

scape on the continent, our sister-republ- ic has not been'slow
to use her advantage. Besides, she has had the Church to en-

courage the artist, and the Church has, in all ages and clim-

ates, been' the Mother of Art and encourager of beauty. In
the United States we have no artist who has been thought
worthy the title of "the Michael Angelo of America." Across
the border they have a "Michael Angelo of Mexico" Fran-
cesco Tresquerras. Solome Pina has won the highest prize
at Rome with one of his paintings. Parra, another Mexican
painter is considered one of the great artists of the world. It
is strange to be so told, but Mexico has produced nearly fifty
painters of international distinction; yet we never hear of her
in the world of art. In other respects, she has any number
of producers of carved crucifixes, designers in clay and wax,
art pottery, embroidery, etc., etc., nearly all of which is the
work of the Indian population, and far superior to anything
produced on our side of the Rio Grande. Under the Prot-
estant civilization of the United States what has the Indian
genius produced? How many Indians have been left to pro-
duce anything? The Church has never thought the "good
Indian is a dead Indian." The Indian population of Mexico
is 5,000,000 souls, all of whom are devout Christians, civil-
ized and, in the main, moral and certainly not without dis-
tinction in art, literature and music.

In recent years we have heard a great deal about the Passio-

n-play of Ober-Ammerga- u. In Mexico it has existed longer
than we have any accessible record. For the most part it is
conducted privately, a special permission from the Church
authorities being necessary to secure admission. Even then
a stranger is looked on with suspicion. Those who have
witnessed one of these plays, which usually takes place on
Good Friday, report that nothing on earth can exceed the
sublime, the terrible sensation which is produced within the
beholden Beside the Passion-play- , all the Great Feasts of
the Church have their realistic representation in this land of

T


