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roses and devotion. Bayard Taylor, disposed as he was to
misrepresent the religious side of life in Catholic countries,
was affected by the devotion apparent in the Mexico of his
time. In his "California and Mexico," he describes "a sacred
dramatic spectacle a representation sanctioned by the relig-

ious teachers of the people" which, having then been through
Spain, he might truthfully have said was an ancient custom
imported from the mother-countr- and evolved from the rich
genius of Calderon, Lope de Vega, Murrillo and Zurbaran.
In Mexico the arrangement, or setting, was necessarily very
simple. A rude bower of cane leaves, upon a large platform
in the open air, a large tinsel star gleaming far down the
plaza, where a multitude stood expectant. Suddenly from the
lower end of .the village San Lionel emerged a strange pro-

cession. First came the three Holy Kings (or wise men) fol-

lowed by the Blessed Virgin riding upon an ass, an angel by
her side. Making the circuit of the plaza, the Virgin Mother
entered the manger, and, at some distance from her, King
Herod took his seat upon a high throne; the three Kings re-

maining in front of the church, eagerly scanning the heavens
in search of the wonderous star. Then came a death-lik- e

pause'. Later, a company of young girls behind a screen on
the platform, burst forth into an angelic chorus the Great
Star trembled like a heart shaken by alternate hope andcfear,
and began to move toward the lowly manger the Magi fol-

lowed, and the monster procession pressed upward likewise.
Then King Herod was seen conversing with the Wise Men,
who soon retired unsatisfied, and, again following the star,
were soon beheld bending above the infant Lord where He
lay upon some rough straw, surrounded by a myriad of can-dle- si

Then the Wise Men retired and the Great Star was
seen no more. Shortly after, Herod and his ministers were
seen in anxious discussion, and in a little while an angel de-

scended and warned the Blessed Mother and her spouse.
Then came the flight into Egypt, followed by the massacre
of the Holy Innocents a scene of indescribable realism. Af- -


