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at San Diego and one at Banning. In these two schools
two-hundr- boys and girls are educated, receiving a com-

mon school education and an industrial training, The
schools are maintained by the Bureau of Catholic Indian
Missions.

Justice and gratitude prompts me to mention here the
charity of Mother Catherine Drexel, Sister of the Blessed
Sacrament, who in an especial manner aided the mission
work in California. It was her zeal for the salvation of the
Mission Indians that furnished the means of establishing and
building the Banning school and of providing annually for
part of the funds necessary for its maintenance. Morover
we shall mention the late Rt. Rev. Monsignor Stephan
whose love for the Red Man brought about the erection of

Indian schools not only in California but all over the United
States.

The Mission Indians of to-da- y are almost civilized. The
men understand well how to take care of orchards and they
are working for the American population and are also cultiva-
ting some land of their own. Thus they are g.

The old women are expert basket-maker- s and the young
women and girls are first rate help in kitchen and house.
Generally speaking the Mission Indians are making their
living honestly. As to moral, I must say that I found the
best Indians among those who had nothing or little to do
with the white population. The Indian gets his liquor from
the white man, and again it is the white man who wrongs
the Indian by seduction. However there are good men and
women, and sincere and intelligent Mission Indians in the
barren and Godforsaken California Indian reservations. Many
mistakes could be prevented by the Government; but the
officials do not trouble themselves more than is absolutely
necessary. They are for their salaries first, second, and
last.

The annual feasts with nightly dances are the worst feature


