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The Marquette League

As a result of the efforts made in the New York churches during the past
year by the Rev. Dr. Henry G. Ganss to create interest and elicit aid in be-

half of our Catholic Indian schools and missions, a new society has just been
formed by a number of prominent Catholic laymen to advance and spread this
work. The now organization, which is the inspiration of these Catholic lay-

men and has been agitated and held under advisement for several months,
has now been placed on a permanent and effective footing as the Marquette
League. As the name indicates, it takes as its patron and cxamplar Father
Marquette, the great Jesuit missionary, the discoverer of the Mississippi,
and the national hero honored by a statue in the Capitol at Washing-
ton.

The Marquette League is not strictly speaking a new society, but an ad-

junct auxiliary to the Society for the Preservation of the Faith among In-

dian Children. It not only promotes this society but outlines and fosters
work on a larger scale, and particularly aims at attracting the attention and
gaining the support of the wealthier Catholics. As is well known, tle
membership fee for the Society for the Preservation of the Faith among In-

dian Children is 25 cents per annum, while the Marquette League appeals
not only for membership fees, which are $2 per annum, but asks also for
the donation of chapels, the support of missionaries and cateclusts, and at
the same time contributes to the maintenance of the Catholic Indian schools,
which, after all, will ever be the groundwork of all Indian christiani-?atio-

The full scope of the Marquette Leigue is most comprehensive and is best
indicated by its chartered object "To pre serve the Catholic Indians in the
United States in their faith, and to bring its consolations to the thousands
still living in paganism." Of the .470,000 Indians in the Republic, iofi.ooo
are Catholics but more than 100,000 are still living in paganism The ob-

ject of the League is to reach these now, while the conditions are favorable
and the prospects most hopeful, before the Indian disappears from our na-

tional life.
In its enumeration of the most mgunt needs of our Catholic Indian

work, and its suggested remedies to meet these needs the League asks
1. Fervent prayer and frequent Holy Communion as a national act of

reparation to Almighty God for a "Centurv of Dishonor," and an earnest
and persistent apostolatu to bring the needs of our Catholic Indians to
the attention of Catholics. ,md to lead every Indian into the fold of Holy
Church


