
245 THE INDIAN ADVOCATE

work that is now being done will preserve to the Church the
numerous progeny of mixed bloods, which will some day be
incorporated in the white race, and wield an influence which
no one can foresee. While missionaries complain that the
Indian people are being corrupted and imbued with all the
follies of the age, that they are losing the old spirit and
simple faith and purity of life which distinguished the past
generation, it should be borne in mind that the same cry
is raised by priests everywhere, among all races and na-

tionalities. In the United States there are y more In-

dian children in Catholic schools than at any time since the
abolition of the Contract System, and very probably than
ever before, and at no time have there ever been so many ap-

plications for admission to the schools as during the past two
years. Along with poverty and persecution have come bles-

sings, The Indian people have been touched by the fidelity
of their missionaries and the sacrifices which have been made
for them. The Indian work has not only been kept up, but
the Church is gaining instead of losing among the In-

dians.
Blinded by bigotry, the Protestants voluntarily gave up

Government help in order to prevail upon Congress to with-

draw all appropriations from Catholic Indian schools, hoping
thereby to arrest the progress made by the Catholic Church
among the Indians. In this, however, they failed signally,
for they themselves have been the lossers. They abandoned
many of their schools, and as a consequence their missions
declined, for an Indian without a school cannot flourish; while,
by continuing her schools, the Catholic Church has retained
her hold upon her own people, and, in many reservations, is
steadily gathering the abandoned Protestant Indians into her
fold. It is appalling to think what the results would have
been had the Church proved herself an unfaithful mother;
had she imitated certain sects, and, like the hireling, deserted
her Indian children at the approach of danger.

During 1903, the Bureau received in answer to its annual


