
THE INDIAN ADVOCATE 3"8

it might have been better if they did do so, for they seem to
do nothing the whole day long and "idleness is the mother
of all vices" everywhere. The ancient monks in the desert
made baskets, in order to keep themselves occupied. They
did have no land to cultivate, but they could do something
else to occupy their time. The magnificent and valuable-librar-

is not used much, and they are certainly not overload-
ed with learning. There is an old saying which does good
to the soul, it also benefits society in general, it runs thus;
"Let the Tempter always find you occupied." The ignorance
of the schismatic clergy is almost incredible.

It is not their merits which opens to them the door of the
sanctuary but their money. They have few schools and those
few content themselves with a sacred and profane instruction
which might have been tolerated a few centuries ago. It is

not uncommon to see uneducated persons or ordinary work-ingme- n

lay aside their tools, close their shops and in one
month ascend the altar. This was the case with the present
schismatic Patriarch of Jerusalem. He was an ordinary
sacristan in Jerusalem, and laid aside some money; first he
bought his way to the priesthood, then to the bishopric of

Bethlehem, and after the Patriarch was poisoned by his dis-

contented schismatic clergy; he bought this dignity for a large
sum of money. The Oriental Church is glorious in her Fa-

thers; they know little more than their names, and for some
centuries they have not produced one philosopher, one theolo-
gian, one orator, one learned man, who merits these titles.
What book that merits translation have these Schismatics
produced? None that I ever heard of. Ignorance, simony,
sefvilism, superstition, idleness, avarice, vulgarity, these are
the attributes of the Greek and Russian clergy. They are
tools of their government, which uses them to spread their in-

fluence in Palestine, Syria, Egypt and in fact all through the
East. The Church should embrace all nations without hur-

ting the national character letting them preserve their inde-

pendence and national physiognomy. To bo Continued


