
35i THE INDIAN ADVOCATE

They felled the great trees on the mountains about and
brought them down as rafters for the missions and other
buildings. The trade of stone-cuttin- g also was easily taken
up by them, from their familiarity with the making of stone
implements used in earlier times. No service was to great,
no stone too heavy for them to carry, in the beloved
labor.

In the churches are still some remarkable relics of fresco
work done by them, which possesses considerable dilicacy-an-

beauty. Their wood carving for benches, confessionals,
pulpits and chairs is beautiful. There is still one handsome
old hand-carve- d chair in San Diego, one in San Junn o,

and another at San Gabriel Mission.
The trade of the coppersmith was not unknown to them.

The copper bowls which they made were finish id with
handsome decorations around the tops in repousse,
and were used on the altars and in the niches of the
churches for holy water. Cement work done in the mission
buildings themselves is of such remarkable character as to
outwear even the stone which it holds in place. It is harder
than flint at the end of more th.r.i one hundred and thirty
years. Nor should the work of the Indian women be omitted.
They became under the guidance of the weavers and menders
of the mission, very skilful in this work. They were also
easily led from the art of basketry to that of Mexican drawn
work. In this they gave ample scope to that peculiar form
of imagination which is shown in the kindred art of their
former years. With what patience did they work upon
the beautiful pieces in pure white linen for the altar cloths
and:holy habiliments of the church and ministry!

San Antonio was justly celebrated for the manufacture of

flour. San Luis Obispo for tiles, and San Solano, the farthest
north of all the missions, for feather work. Every trade
seems to have received a proper degree of attention, although
some in certain kinds. df work excelled all others. This suc-

cess gave a impetus to the work of that institution and brought


