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it into favor with the home country.
Notwithstanding all, there came a time when the friars

were to be recalled. The secularization of the missions with-

drew the Franciscans to Mexico and now by a curious simili-
tude the fate of the exiles from California is reversed and
those in Mexico are again exiled to California. They are re-

turning and establishing schools in Los Angeles, at San Ga-

briel and other places.
At the time of the first secularization all of the Colifornia

missions responded to the call and abandoned the mission
buildings, except Santa Barbara. There throughout the
whole time the regular service has been maintained. Every
morning and evening such distinct ritual orders were ob-

served as to keep up the form of the Franciscan mission
work.

And there, at the present day, the faithful friar gardener
still attends the flowers, fruits and vegetables, still turns the
soil with his miniature plow, and gathers the. fruits of his
labor at the time of the harvest. The members of this Order
are the most faithful adherents of the ministry of physical
work; labor to them is a part of religion. They do not, how-

ever, at present abjure every form of comfort in life and walk
about without shoes. In personal appearance they are not even
recognized hardly as priests among the people of the
thoroughfare, for they dress in citizens' clothing when abroad,
on most occassions.

At the missions, though in regulation robe and cord, they
work at their trades. The shoemaker sits at his bench with
tools and leather and patiently patches, cuts out and sews on
the work before him. In the tailor shop brothers are en-

gaged in cutting, fitting and pressing garments worn by the
Order. They are, however, aided in this day by the sewing
machine, with which the old-tim- e mission tailors were not
assisted. At the forge still stands the friar blacksmith, just
as he did more than hundred years long gone. The bellows
respond as promptly to his touch, the anvil rings out as clear,


