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the various Indian chiefs and representatives of the Govern-
ment, Joseph refused to go upon either the Nez Perce reser-
vation in northern Idaho, or the Umatilla reservation in
Eastern Oregon. This being reported to the Secretary of
the Interior, an order was issued that Joseph's band of Nez
Perces should be permitted to remain in the Wallowa Valley
during the Summer and Autumn. Later the President set
aside the Wallowa and Imnaha Valleys for Joseph and his
non-treat- y Indians.

Thus matters drifted until 1875, when, under pressure from
settlers, the President rescinded his order and another com-

mission was appointed to negotiate with Joseph and his band.
Joseph haugtily replied that he had not come to talk about
land; the maker of the earth, he declared, had not partitioned
it off, and man should not; the earth was his mother, sacred
to his affections and too precious to be sold. He did not wish to
learn farming, but to live upon such fruits as the earth pro-

duced for him without effort.
From these principles Joseph never departed. To the last

he clung to the vain hope that the Government, in some way,
would remove the whites from the now populous Wallowa
Valley and assign that country to him and his followers. In
the pursuit of this dream he made a number of journeys to
Washington where he was always a notable and striking
figure, even among statesmen and diplomats. To this day
his little band on the Colville reservation refuse to take up
the art of peace. They hunt and fish and dwell in te-

pees.
After the chief's refusal to discuss a division of lands the

Government notified him that unless in a reasonable time he
consented to remove he should be forcibly taken with his
people and given lands on the reservation. He answered
this ultimatum by taking to the warpath, and the famous In-

dian War 1877 resulted in the running battle which Joseph
led General Howard 'for ten weeks. Howard's men marched

1500 miles. He was surtounded many times by General


