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The Progress of the Catholic (liiirdi since Hie

Council of Trent.

A ktkk Luther in his blind fury had torn so many of the chur-che'- s

children from her bosom, and, after the perfidious
Henry VIII., to justify his illicit passion for a woman, had
relinquished his obedience to the Father of Christendom, the
Roman Pontiff called together a council of the Fathers of the
Church, the greatest and most august since the time of the
Apostles, to win back the lost sheep to the Fold of Christ,
and to purq;e the Church from the evils which had engendered
the terrible rebellion. And when this noble assembly Iw.d

sought in vain to lecall the erring sons of the Church, and
had been awarded only by the calumniations of theheresiatchs,
God, in His mercy, rejuvenated the spirit of His Church, and
gave her new apostles to carry the gospel of Christ to every
nation, both to those that had never received it, and to those
who, led away by heretical teaching, had rejected it.

First among those great souls is numbered the illustrious
St. Ignatius, who, inspired by the Holy Spirit, forsook his
wordly career to found the Soceity of Jesus, that staunch de-

fender of the Papal rights, by whose influence the tide of re-

bellion was stemmed, and many of the scattered flock of Christ
restored to their shepherd. Ot all the illustrious disciples of
St. Ignatius, none is more worthy of so great a master, as
St. Francis Xavier, who, like another St. Paul, bore th ti-

dings of the Gospel to the Gentile nations after the chosen
race had rejected the Messiah. This great apostle may
be truly said to have won more souls to the Church of God,
than were lost to her through the heresies of Luther and his
accomplices. But apostles, inspired by divine charity, were
needed within the pale of the church to enliven the faith of

the people, and- - to strengthen their hearts for the combat


