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which Satan was waging against the religion of Jesus Christ.
And great and worthy apostles arose to diffuse new ardor
among the faithful, and to teach the clergy by their example
to renounce all striving after wordly advantages, and give
themselves heart and soul to the cause of Christ. Great men,
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Philip Neri, and St. Francis de
Sales, gave proof that even in her darkest hour she can pro-

duce saints and apostles worthy of a place on our altars. But
the centuries that followed the council were not ages of un-

mixed peace and joy for the church. New obstacles sprung
up in her path, and much of the baneful influence of the ter-

rible rebellion remained. The princes of the world had taken
advantage of the trials of the Church, and thse that had not
rejected the truth entirely, did not hesitate to usurp the pero-gativ-

of Christ's Vicar.
France, that kingdom noted before for its staunch uncom-

promising adherence to Catholicity, hod begun that long ser-

ies of contests with the succesors of St. Peter, which have
continued to disturb the Church down to our own day.

But the occupant of Peter's throne firmly refused to accede-t-

the unjust demands of the French monarch, and, in the
end, triumphed.

Up to the time of those fatal heresies, the missionary effurts
of the Church had rarely extended beyond the continent of Eu-

rope and the eastern confines of Asia Minor, but, at the com-

mencement of the sixteenth century, when the Church lost so

many children in Europe, she was consoled by new victories
almost in the utmost parts of the world. St. Francis Xavier
and his successors had penetrated India, China, and Japan,
and had baptized thousands of converts among those semi-barbaro-

nations, and the gentle sons of St. Francis of As-si- si

had laid the foundations of those mission buildings on our
own soil, the ruins of which still give testimony of their for-

mer grandeur.
The seventeenth century was destined however to begin the

final victorius era of the Church, for, it was in this ceutury


