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which continued prowling and howling about our camp
throughout the night.

After this we saw but two more buffaloes, the plains became
broken, and the soil somewhat Wetter, especially between the
Cimeron, or Red Fork of the Arkansas and the Kingfisher,
but was more broken and of poore'r soil nearer the Cheyenne
Agency.

The Cimeron, though a long stream, rising .in the moun-

tains of Colorado, flowing so far through a country where the
annual rainfall is light, is" but a small stream comparatively
except when swollen by the melting of the snows among the
mountains near its source. At the time of its spring rise it
is nearly half a mile wide, and becomes a formidable obstacle
in the way of travel, not only on account of the water, but
the sandy character of it's blanks and bed. But nowthough
the sand was quite an obstruction, 1 walked across ft almost
dryshod. The water is. not only impregnated with salt and
alkali, but also with iron.

Our party killed several wild turkeys and geese; one of the
latter measured five feet and ten inches in the spread of its
wings. We arrived at the Cheyenne Agency about the mid-

dle of the afternoon of the igth, having beefi fourteen days
on the road from Emporia, in which we had travelled about
two hundred and eighty miles.

The Cheyenne Agency is situated on the north side of the
North Fork of the Canadian River, west of the ninety-eight- h

meridan of west longitude, in the midst of a broad and beau-

tiful bottom. But few Indians were at the Agency, they hav-

ing most gone out on the fall buffalo hunt. The agent, B.
Darlington, was putting up a large mission school-hous- e, for
the benefit of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes. These Indians
have but recently been removed to the Territory from their
former homes in Colorado, from whence they had been dri-

ven by the tide ot immigration, which immediately followed
the discovery of gold and silver in the vicinity of Pike's Peak
and their lands were thus wrested fVom them without their
consent. This leading to the committal of some outrages,
terms of a treatv were agreed upon, by which a reservation


