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tes from the western coast, for their enemies had been
supplied with fire aims by parties fr:m the east, while
the Flathead carriers had nothing except their arrows
and knives, This situation could have but one consequence.
The Blackfeet and Sioux nations declared war on the whi-
tes from the west and the Flatheads were aroused to their
defense. Tie Flatheads maintfined this attitude for a
long pei iod, and it is today the fond boast of every old
warrior on the reservation that the blood of a white man
never stained his hands in anger.

The name Flathead is undoubtedly a misnomer. Years
ago there was a tribe of Oregon Indians that practised
the custom of flattening the head. Their method was to
place the year old infant in a cradle, shaped something
like a car ,e, and elevating the head tightly press a pad-
ding against the forehead and leave it so for a year. When
released the head was flattened in front and behind, giv-

ing to the profile a gable appearance. Their object was
to disti guish the members of their tribe fromthe ordina-
ry Indian. The Flathead Indian of today has no cranial
peculiarity, and the name was applied by some fur buyers
sent into this country from the western coast by Dr. Mc
Laughlin, Chief Factor of the Hudson Bay Trading Com-

pany. He had talked with some of the Indians of that
country who described the land of the "Flatheads" a
hundreds of miles east. After crossing the Columbia ri-

ver and rr.eetirg a few of the real Oregon flat-hea- d Indi-

ans, the buyers gave the name to all the Indians of this
country. The true name of the tribe is Selish, which doe3
not have any significance in the language other than ai
a name.

According to Major Ronan, the Flatheads, in early
days, believed in the existence of a good and evil spirit-Afte- r

death the good Indian went to a country of everlas-ting.summ- er

where there was plenty of game and wher
there v. ould be no war. He would be allowed to live with
his wife and children in peace. On the 'other hand the bad
man would be sent to a cold country where the ground wa


