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a true transcript is to be forwarded quarterly to the Com-

missioner of Indian Affairs. The salaries of Indian agents
range from $1,000 to $3,000 per annnm. The employees
under the agent are clerks, interpreters, police, farmers,
carpenters, blacksmiths, millers, butchers, teamsters,
herders, laborers, watchmen, engineers and physicians,
besides the school employees. A large proportion of these
employees are provided in accordance with treaty stipu-

lations. The salalaries range from $200 to $1,200 per
annum.

Interpreters. This class of employees stood between
the Indian and the white race, between the tribe and the
Government, and have exercised a far-reachi- ng influence
on Indian affairs. The translations of these men were the
sole means by which the two races understood or misun-
derstood each other. Until recently most interpreters
picked up colloquial English from trappers, traders, and
other adventurers in the Indian country. They were
generally mixed-bloo- ds whose knowledge of the languags
and culture of both the white and the Indian races was
necessarily limited. It was impossible for them, with the
best intentions, to render the dignified and thoughtful
speech of the Indian into adequate English, and thus they
gravely prejudiced the reputation of the native's mental
capacity . The agency interpreter received his salary from
the Government through the agent, and, as was natural,
he generally strove to make himself acceptable to that off-

icer. His position was a responsible and trying one, since
questions frequently arose between the Indians and the
agent which demanded courage, prudence and unswerving
honesty on the part of the interpreter, who was the mouth-
piece of both parties. Of late years the spread of English
among the younger people through ths medium of schools,
while it has not done away with the official interpreter; has
lessened his difficulties and, at the same time diminished
the power he once held.

Indian police. This force was authorized by act of


