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Kfie glgonqutan Jfamiip
(Continued)

Among the tribes from S. New England to Carolina, in-

cluding especially the Mohegan, JDelawares, the people of
the Powhatan confederacy, and the Chippewa, descent was
reckoned in the female line; among the Potawatemi,
Abnaki, Blackfeet, and probably most of the northern
tribes, in the male line. Within repent times decent has
been paternal also among the Menominee, Sauk and Fox, 'if$
Illinois, Kickapoo, and Shawnee, and although it has been $-'- ?

stated that it was anciently maternal, there is no satisfac- - )

tory proof of this. The Cree, Arapaho, and Cheyenne are
without clans or gentes. The gens or clan was usually
governed by a chief, who in some cases was installed by
the heads of other clans or gentes. The tribe also had its
chief, usually selected horn a particular clan or gens,
though the manner of choosing a chief and the authority j
vested jinhim., varied somewhat in the different tribes.
This was, the peace.chief, whose authority was not abso- - ;

lute, and who'hadno part in the declaration of war or in , .

carrying it on, the leader in the campaign being one who
had,acquired a right to the position by noted deeds and
skill. .Jn some tribes the title of chief hereditary, and
the distinction between a peace chief and a war chief was
not observed. Tlie chief's power among some tribes, as
the Miami, weregreater than in others. The government
was direfited in weighty matters by a council, consisting
of the chiefs of the clans or gentes of the tribe. It was
by their authority that tribal war was untertaken, con-

cluded, territory sold, etc. ,f
.

The Algonquion tribes were mainly sedentary and agri- -

cultural, probably the only exceptions being those of the
cold regions of Canada and the Siksika of the plains. The
Chippewa did not formerly cultivate the soil. Maize was
the staple Indian food product, but the tribes of the re-

gion of the great lakes, particularly the Menominee, made
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