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mas Duperou as the first Abbot. Fr. Thomas died at Paris
in 1897, having been Abbot scarcely a year. He was suc-

ceeded by. Fr. Felix De Grasse, one of the pioneer priests
of the community who had labored for many years as a
missionary among the Indians and white settlers.

Under his administration the disastrous fire took place
which swept away the labors of more than twenty years,
completely destroying the Monastery, College and Church,
as well as the convent of the Sisters of Mercy nearby.
Great sorrow was felt by the whole community, for the
lossof their ancient home, but more especially at the de-

struction 6f the beautiful new Abbey Church, vhich was
by far the handsomest' church in Oklahoma at that time.
The Abbot was in Europe attending to business of the Or-

der when the conflagration took place; he hastened home-

ward and began to labor at once for the restoration of the
Monastery buildings. He was particularly aided by alms
received from generous members of the American clergy
and Religious Orders. About a year after the fire, the
Abbot was enabled to complete a modest brick structure
which was to serve as a Monastery.

A commodious frame building was erected at once to
serve as an Indian school. A temporary church building
had been prepared immediately after the fire to accmomo-dat- e

the Catholics of the neighborhood.
The necessity of rebuilding the College appeared to all.

so as soon as the means could be collected, a small build-din- g

was put up for the accommodation of white students
and was placed in charge of the Religious .

The venerable Abbot was foremost in every labor under-
taken for the rebuilding of the Monastery and College.
But soon his cares began to tell on his health, already im-

paired by the hardships and privations of a long mission-
ary life. After several months of patient suffering he
calmly expired on the third day of January, 1905.

The Rt. Rev. Bernard Murphy was chosen to succeed
the lamented Fr. Felix. The new Abbot's first care was
to enlarge the College buildings by several considerable
additions. His zeal has accomplished wonders in the tho- -

Mm


