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Muskhogean tribe of the Creek confederacy
that formerly dwelt in s. Alabama. It is clear
that the Alibamu aud Koasati were closely re-

lated, the language of the two being practically
When first found by the whites the home of

the tribe was on Alabama r. a short distance below the
junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa. Their early history,
owing to confusion in the use of the., name, is uncertain,
but according to tradition they had migrated from a west-
erly locality. In the Creek legend, as given by Gatschet,
they are mentioned, under'the name Atilamas, as one of
4 tribes contending for the hbnor of being considered the
most ancient and valorous. The chroniclers of De Soto's
expedition in 1541 locate the "province" or "town" of Ali-ba-

a short distance N. W. of the Chicasa, in N. W. or
central Mississippi. According to the Gentleman of Elvas
they found a strongly fortified town, named Ullibahali, on
Alabama or lower Coosa r. Coxe says that below the Coza,
or Coussa, on the same river, are the Ullibalies, or Oliba-halie- s,

according to the French the Allibamons. The identi-
fication with the Ullibahaly would be complete if this state-
ment could be accepted, but Gatschet is inclined to doubt
its correctness. The history of the tribe recommences with
the appearance of the French in ' Mobi'e bay in
1701-02- . Bienville found 'on the banks and many
adjacent islands places abandoned by the savages on ac-

count of war with the Conchaques (Conshac) and Aliba-mona- ."

The French soon became involved in a war with
the tribe, who, joining the Cherokee, Abihka, and Cataw-
ba in 1708. descended Alabama r- - to attack Ft. Louis and
the Mobile Indians in that vicinity, but retired after burn-
ing some yillages. In 1713 the French established Ft. Tou-

louse in their country to hold them in check and to protect
French traders. The site of the fort was occupied in 1812
by Ft. Jackson. After the cession in 1763 by France to
Great Britain the fort was abandoned, and at that time a


