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ever evoked the enthusiasm of a liberty-lovin- g people, or
rustled its sparkling folds beneath the approving smile of
Heaven, the glorious Stars and Stripes.

Are American Catholics loyal to the flag? Asked by
any one not of our faith, the very question would be an
impertinence, just as genuine doubt about the question's
only answer would be an insult. No American Catholic
need feel called upon loudly to profess, or insistently de-

clare, his love of his country. That love is a matter of
course, consequent upon the basic fact that this is his

country. Catholicism, it is well for all to remember, is
not an alien, a mere intruder in this land; is not here only
on sufferance; does not hold its position simply by grace
or favor of other creeds. The Cross is emphatically at
home in these United States; is here by right, by the un-

questionable and cumulative rights of discovery, of con-

quest, of valiant service in war, of progressive nation-buildi- ng

in peace. Not only did your illustrious patron,
Columbus, plant the Cross as the first standard on this
hemisphere as a whole, but the consecrated servants of
the Cross first raised it everywhere in these regions as
they traversed the virgin wilderness that stretched their
vast extent from the Atlantic to the Pacific. "Not a ri-

ver was entered,' ' says Bancroft, "nor a cape turned, but
a Jesuit led the way." "The Catholic Priest," says
Washington Irving, "went even before the soldier or the
trader; from lake to lake, from river to river the mission-
aries pressed on unresisting, and with a power which no
other Christians have exhibited won to the Faith the war-
like Miamis and the luxurious Illinois."

Catholics on sufferance in this country! Why, the very
first time in the history of the United States that the flag
adopted by the Continental Congress was unfurled, its
folds were flung to the breeze by the Catholic, John Barry,
Father of the American Navy. Yes; and Barry's

have been fully represented in that navy from
that period down to the present day. One Sunday, a few
weeks ago, while the fleet was at Sydney, N. S. W., four
thousand officers and men received shore liberty. Now, we


