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if our institutions are to subsist unchanged, -- if life and
liberty and the pursuit of happiness are to be assured in
perpetuity, then such problems as Socialism and education
and divorce and the labor question and the color question
will have to be solved on Catholic principles and along Ca-

tholic lines of thought.
Of the socialist not the mere social reformer, remark
but the genuine socialist whose philosophy is solely oc-

cupied with man's material welfare and ignores entirely a
future life, the Church asks, "What doth it profit a man
if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his own
soul?" To the laborer, union or non-unio- n, who writhes
beneath a sense of oppression and injustice in his dealings
with occasional tyrannical or irresponsible capital, she
says with her Sacred Founder: "Come to me, all ye who
are heavy-burdene- d, and I will refresh you." And so of
all other vexed problems of our national life; the Catholic
solution, based on the divine "Sermon on the Mount," is
the only one that can settle them permanently, because
the only one that can settle them right.

I have said that this country has nothing to distrust in
Catholics as citizens. The country's history, in the re-

mote and the recent past, is irrefragable proof of that
statement's truth. It shows the Catholic American true
till death to the flag of his love and ofttimes shedding his
blood therefor. In our times, less striking evidence of
patriotism is exacted from us. The Republic does not
nowadays ask her sons to die for her at least not in any
greater numbers than are annually slaughtered through
Fourth of July exuberance but she does ask them none
the less to be patriotic, and to live for her. None of her citi-

zens should, or do, respond more promptly to her appeal
than do Catholics. And the better the Catholic, the better the
American. You gentlemen, Knights of Columbus, consti-
tute, I like to believe, the flower of the Catholic laity; you
are typical representatives of the best American Catholic
manhood; and it is accordingly incumbent upon you espe-
cially to exemplify in concrete fashion the mutual love and
inter-dependen- ce of the Cross and the Flag. If you will


