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reaching the tomb of her buried Savior: love it was that
riveted her heart to the sepulchre, wherein was entombed
her Jesus, her all. And it was to the evidences of her love

rather than to the manifestation of compunction that Jesus
attributed the general absolution He pronounced over her.
' 'Many sins are forgiven her because she hath loved much.
Let love, too, my dear Brethren, be the distinguishing fea-

ture of your repentance, and in your return to God, be not
guided by any earthly motives, such as the loss of wealth,
position, reputation, friendship or health, but because by
sin you have betrayed your most loving and merciful Fa-

ther and thus forfeited heaven, your only true and lasting
home.

Even as pride is the root of all evil, so is humility the
queen and sovereign of all virtues. "He hath exalted the
humble." It is not upon the lofty mountain heights, but
deep, deep down in the bowels of the earth, and in the in-

nermost bosom of the waters that are to be found those
precious pearls, those priceless gems whose fascinating
lustre enchants the eye. Deep, deep down in the sacred
recess of Magdalen's humble and contrite heart welled up
those pearly tears of repentance which appealed so elo-

quently to the compassionate mercy of Jesus. She totally
disregarded the piercing sting of public humiliation, and
with tear bedirnmed eyes, she met the gaze of many an
innocent, to whose cheek her waywardness had brought
the blush of shame- - And heroically did she brave the
sword of self-abaseme-nt, self- - renunciation and self-sacrifi-

"Pride goeth before the fall, and humility before
glory' Hence, it behoves us, my dear Brethren, to de-

spise the former, and embrace the latter; for it is the bit-

ter experience of every age and every clime, that there is
no crime, however enormous, which pride may not prompt
us to commit. Pride it was that hurled Lucifer from the
pinnacle of his glory: and humility it was that bade the
son of God descend from Heaven and clothe Himself with
our mortality. When, therefore, we present to the Al-

mighty our suppliant prayers and penitential tears, let
them be the generous outpourings of humble and contrite


