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hearts: for it is, 0! Jesus, by thy redeeming grace alone,
and not for any merits of our own, that we Thy pardon
do implore. Finally Magdalen's invincible courage and
her unflinching perseverance arose from humility of her
heart, for the human heart is not only the seat of virtue
but it is likewise the centre of every inordinate affection.
Hence, conversion implies a change of heart, and, there-
fore, did Magdalen valiantly grasp the pruning knife of
mortification, and she stabbed to the very core those deep-

ly rooted vices which so deformed her character, and point-

ed to her as a notorious sinner. Everything which had
hitherto served as an incentive to pride and passion was
cheerfully sacrificed upon the altar of penance. Her rich-

est garbs her trappings of pride, her costliest jewels, her
most fragrant perfumes and heridolozied hair, were all
ever afterwards consecrated to virtue and to Jesus, the
Lover of her soul,

"Whose ear is open to her softest cry,
His grace descends to meet her uplifted eye
He reads the language of Magdalen's silent tear,
And sighs are incense from her heart sincere,"

God has left St. Mary Magdalen to his Church
to be the bright mirror, and the sublime model of repen-
tance for all sinners; and, hence, whensoever we stray
from the narrow path of virtue, we should endeavor to
acquire those endearing and enduring qualities of repen-
tance which so resplendently shone forth in her conversion.
When, amid trials and temptations, your soul is weak and
weary in its constant conflict against vice and passion, and
when a cold world frowns upon you, and the demon of
despair would overshadow you, look heavenward, and the
model penitent will soothe your aching heart and cheer
your drooping spirit by the assurance that the sinner of
yesterday is the saint of today. She will tell you that there
is not a star that twinkles on the firmament, not a wave
of the ocean, not a lightning's flash nor a thunder's roar,
nay more, not a stroke of God's wrath which does not pro-

claim Him the Lord of Mercy. And although our sins be
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