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racter, owing to their pecuniary influences, and also to the
acknowledged authority of His Majesty in settling matters of
ecclesiastical discipline.

It was under the cover of this suzerainty that Schismatics
were enabled to wrest from Catholics some of the venerable
sanctuaries in Holy Land; thus were the Hellenes strong
enough to lord it over their greco-ara- b congregations, jea-

lously keeping for themselves every manner of spiritual and
temporal advantages. The Greco-Ara- b laity were generally
dependent materially as well as spiritually on the Greco-Hellene- s,

while the native clergy was systematically barred from
access to higher dignities. Inde irael Minds were ripe for
some change. On July 24. 1908 rang for the Greco-Arab- s the
bell of liberty. There spread all over Syria rumors of ill
omen wherever Hellenes were confronted with the people. It
seemed to be a question of nothing less than a general seces-
sion of all the Arab-speakin- g Greeks from the would-b- e uni-

versal Patriarch of Constantinople.
In Holy Land former enmities were revived, and lately se-

veral attempts were made by the Arabs to force the Greek
church authorities to a compromise. Hellene Bishops and
Monks stood firm on their privileges and came forth with a
pathetic appeal to the native clergy and people in behalf of
the most holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Constanti-
nople, their loving mother, etc. Of a compromise there was
no question, neither of any concession to the natives; the ap-

peal met with as little favor as could be expected. The Arabs
cared not so much to be enlightened on their duties and be
kept under subjection as they were anxious to have their
share of the privileges about which the Hellenes were silent.

To many a reader it will sound strange to hear of a people
fighting for spiritual privileges. Yet have not ancient heresies
given rise to such so-call- claims for reformation? As
a matter of fact the present conflict in the Greek Church
must be ascribed to anything but spiritual concerns. What
the Greco-Syria- n laity and clergy are looking after is part, if
not the whole, of some $25,000,000 worth of property now in
the hands of the Greeks in Palestine, The native clergy have
another claim against the Greek Bishops and monks which


