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tence of the civil law; and that others bind in consequence of
the fact of citizenship."

Unbeliever: "How so?"
Yourself: "There is a Divine law and the law of reason

both anterior to the very foundation of civil society."
Unbeliever: "But I do not admit either. Divine law I do

not grant. The law of reason for me is to look out for my-
self. You follow what you call the rule of right, in private
life as in public, because you say you look for future retribu-
tion. Future life I do not look for. Hence I do not let it
enter as a factor in formulating my rule of conduct. Hence,
as life is short and sufficiently charged with unavoidable worry,
I do not propose to encumber it with artificial restraints, and
that is the end of it."

And so, dear reader, you go your way and he goes his, and
under the Aegis of "Liberty," liberty of thought, of speech,
of print: he goes about making proselytes to his "view" of
life, and you will allow him to do so. You know that man
divested of immorality stands on a level with the brute nature.
In such case why should not man prey upon his fellow-ma- n.

When the tiger bounds upon his prey you do not blame him.
If man be no more than the tiger, why should he not do as
much.

Your unbeliever tells you openly, "You are to me only as
fish for the eagle's beak and carrion for the crow. Catch me
if you can; but look out for yourself. You understand I do
not expect a hereafter; that my law is to live as long as 1 can
and to make the most of life. So if your life is a thorn in my
side, I'll just pluck it out and cast it from me."

He is a bad citizen.
"Whoever has assisted at the laying of the corner-ston- e of a

new penitentiary, or has stood for a moment to look at the
rising walls of a county jail or police station, must have been
moved by the two opposite sentiments of relief and regret:
relief at the security which the strong walls were to afford him
against the lawlessness of his fellow-me- n: regret that the
growing lawlessness of his fellow-me- n should make these
new safeguards necessary. A multiplication of prisons is al-

ways a sad commentary on the state of civilization where the


