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The Arikara Tribe.

This tribe forms the northern group of the Caddoan
family. In language they diiTer only dialecti-call- y

from the Pawnee.
When the Arikara left the body of their kindred in the

S. W, they were associated with the Skidi, one of the tri-

bes of the Pawnee confederacy. Tradition and history in-

dicate that at some point in the broad Missouri valley the
Skidi and Arikara parted, the former setting on Loup r. ,

Neb., the latter continuing N. E., building on the bluffs
of the Missouri the villages of which traces have been no-

ted nearly as far s. as Omaha. In their northward move-
ment they encountered members of the Siouan family.

When the white race reached the Missouri they found
the region inhabited by Siouan tribes, who said that the
old village sites had once been occupied by the Arikara.
In 1770 French traders established relations with the Ari-

kara, below Cheyenne r., on the Missouri. Lewis and
Clark met the tribe 35 years later, reduced in numbers and
living in three villages between Grand and Cannonball rs.,
Dak. By 1851 they had moved up to the vicinity of Heart
r. It is not probable that this rapid rate of movement ob-

tained during migrations prior to the settlement of the
Atlantic coast by the English. The steady westward pres-

sure of the colonists, together with their policy of fomen-
ting intertribal wars, caused the continual displacement of
many native communities, a condition that bore heavily on
the semisedentary tribes, like the Arikara, who lived in
.villages and cultivated the soil. Almost continuous warfare
with aggressive tribes, together with the ravages of small-
pox during the latter half of the 18th and the beginning
of the 19th centuries, nearly exterminated some of their
villages. The weakened survivors consolidated to form
new, necessarily composite villages, so that much of their
ancient organization was greatly modified or ceased to ex--


