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Hidatsa together share this land, and are frequently spo-

ken of, from the name of their reservation, as Ft Berthold
Indians. In accordance with the act of Feb. 8, 1887, the
Arikara received allotments of land in severalty, and, on
approval of the allotments by the Secretary of the Interior,
July 10, 1900, they became citizens of the United States
and subject to the laws of North Dakota. An industrial
boarding school and 3 day schools are maintained by the
Government on Ft Berthold res. A mission boarding school

and a church are supported by the Congregational Board
of Missions. In 1804 Lewis and Clark gave the population
of the Arikara as 2,600, of whom more than 600 were war-

riors. In 1871 the tribe numbered 1,650; by 1888 they were
reduced to 500, and the census of 1904 gives the population
as 380. As far back as their traditions go the Arikara have
cultivated the soil, depending for their staple food supply
on crops of corn, beans, squashes and pumpkins. In the
sign language the Arikara are designated as "corn eaters,"
the movement of the hand simulating the act of gnawing
the kernels of corn from the cob. They preserved the seed
of a peculiar kind of small-eare- d corn, said to be very nu-

tritious and much liked. It is also said that the seed corn
was kept tied in a skin and hung up in the lodge near the
fireplace, and when the time for planting came only those
kernels showing signs of germination were used. The Ari-

kara bartered corn with the Cheyenne and other tribes for
buffalo robes, skins, and meat, and exchanged these with
the traders for cloth, cooking utensils, guns, etc. Early
dealings with the traders were carried on by the women.
The Arikara hunted the buffalo in winter, returning to
their village in the early spring, where they spent the time
before planting in dressing the pelts. Their fish supply
was obtained by means of basket traps. They were expert
swimmers, and ventured to capture buffaloes that were dis-

abled in the water as the herd was crossing the river. Their
wood supply was obtained from the river; when the ice
broke up in the spring the Indians leaped on the cakes, at-

tached cords to the trees that were whirling down the ra-

pid current, and hauled them ashore. Men, women, and


