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In a few words it may be well to give the Catholic teach-
ing on the subject of indulgences. "Theology," in the
words of the fathers of Trent, "distinguishes in sin the
guilt and the punishment. The guilt is the offense done to
God; the punishment is the chastisement deserved by the
offense, whether temporal or eternal. The Church, hav-

ing received with the keys the power of binding and loos-

ing, exercises that power in regard to sins committed af-

ter baptism, both in the sacrament of penance and in the
granting of indulgences. In the sacrament of penance the
Church remits the sin as to the guilt and the eternal punish-
ment, but not always the whole of the temporal punish-
ment. By an indulgence the Church releases wholly or in
part from the temporal punishment which is to be under-
gone for sin in this world by works of satisfaction, in the
other by the pains of Purgatory. The indulgence, then,
remits the punishment, not the guilt. The treasure of in-

dulgences, which can be dispensed only by the Popes and
Bishops, is supplied from the superabundant satisfaction
of Jesus Christ, a single drop of the sacred blood of the
God-ma- n being a thousand times sufficient to redeem thou-

sands of worlds. To these exhaustless springs of merit are
added as agreeable to God and meritorious, because of
their union with the satisfaction of the Savior and as ap-

plied in virtue of the communion of saints the abounding
merits of Mary, the Mother of Sorrows, who never had a
fault to expiate, together with those of numberless saints
who had suffered for justice's sake and practiced long-continu- ed

penances to atone for slight imperfections." Such,
then, is the Catholic doctrine on indulgences. Rev. P. A.
Baart, S. T. L., LL. D.

Oversensitiveness is a real affliction. If indulged, it pa-

ralyzes activity and makes the subject of it shrink from do-

ing anything at all lest he be critized by friends or enemies.
He is always uncomfortable, and makes others feel uncom-

fortable. To cure himself he must practice externalizing
his thoughts. If critized, he must ask himself whether the


