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But He did not do it; He seemed to neglect all these pro-

digies, that had become too common by their verv frequent oc-

currence. To prove his divinity, Christ will work a miracle
still greater, a miracle which will eclipse all the others into
darkness and fill the world with astonishment by its novelty
and its splendor. Turning towards the Scribes and Pharisees,
He said to them: You are asking for a sign, indeed you will

have one, and it .will be no other than the miracle of Jonas.
As Jonas has been three days and nights in the stomach of a
whale, so shall the Son of Man remain also three days and
three nights in the bosom of the earth, and then, He shall rise
again. And on another occasion, answering the traders whom
He had chased from the temple and who questioned his au-

thority, our Lord renewed the same affirmation: "Destroy this
temple, He said, and I will rebuild it in three days" He meant
the temple of his body, explains to us the evangelist.

Thus, in our Blessed Savior's mind, his Resurrection was

to be the mark of his divine mission, the test 6i his veracity
and the foundation stone of that spiritual edifice which He
has built and is called the Church. And in fact, no better
choice could have been made. Jesus Christ wanted to give
to the world an unerring proof of the divinity of his mission;
He must then perform a wondi r that will leave far behind it
fill the resources of human intelligence and force itself upon
universal belief; and such is the fact of the Resurrection.

In those days of great achievements ai,d progress, man
with pride all the conquests of his genius; and right

he has to be proud, for they are indeed wonderful. Scattered
through the earth are to be seen magnificent cities, palaces
that represent the highest ideal in architecture, towers that
rival the height of mountains. Art seems to have reached the
topmost step in the ladder of perfection, under the master
strokes of the chisel, the marble takes the purest forms, the
canvas, after the brush has passed over it, gives the illusion
of life. It is man who with his intellect has subdued the un-tam- e

forces of nature and made them slaves athis command.
Watch them obey his order?: the water, with its wild fury,
which secured to be good only to destroy, turns the wheels
of his factories; the steam, like a splendid courser, has been


