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the state is ^in very bad shapfl.^nd how 
to regulate the machine to prevent . itfe 

kf^ptcy./will 
be among the pirbbieiis tb; 
membeBH.*«f ^.coming 

"  " l "  m " '  

^ere'-a^^inaB! 

i. which 
>n<9 Jurife 

4EA8I0,>»^\ T ^ 
assemble! tiereriext T*eek 
M'^asyatitne ofltastnuy.^ysbpjposel 
Theje is- a ̂ prettygoodsi^gtock ofbills 
of'diflerent kinds now onhand, covering 

yall-aortaof subjects, ancl prescribing ^ all 
Wttfofremedies,'.and the indications arej 

even \ if the election of&a United 
^»1$S|M«s: senator were out of the tSffgr,'there 

«V-gojald be enough to keep the "stlfti 
y iere-for nearly if not . quite the ftallbtted 
' '>fimW There is the new apportionment of 

ft ifit senatorial and representative disttt 
* <MHA1 sivffraW niiPStinn. the Tirol 

f¥S [JssiSac 
& ^ 

ual suffrage question, the protiftiition. 
lestipn^ thts state finance question^ the 

fixing chattle mortgager the 
S|^-ovjijuifyJ^5Rlon, the school question^ the 

:Srrigrfti«)»^^estion, the 
f' salaries of all kinds, besides half 4fozen; 
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AS INTERESTING FIGHT 
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predicted over the; question, to 'redis-
* trict and re-apportion the state into legis-

* lative districts. The republicans appear 
to be opposed to tlie proposition of reduc
ing the representation, for more reasons 
than one and thgy will have a bill that 

"will do the least^possible thing in that 
direction. .The' independents, on the 
contrary, i are determined that 'state 

-expenses of «very kind and character 
shall be reduced to the lowest minimum 

. and they will insist upon beginning the 
* work of retrenchment by reducing . the 

quota^p«enators and represenatives to 
the lotoM^nilj of the constitution. In 
thigj^WPi^n/farly all other matters, a 

.. g^eati^il^l^||nds upon how the con
tested election cases will be decided, and 
It is hard telling what the outcome will 
be! v, 

v llSTHE UQUOB LAW. i?' 

A bill providing for the re-submission 
of the constitutional amendment touching 
the traffic in intoxicating liquors, has 
already been prepared by a prominent 
democrat, it is reported, and with the aid 
of a little support from the independents, 

< and a little more from the republicans, 
the liquoi1 nien propose to wage a bitter 

.war against the temperance law the next 
60 days. But' while the liquor element is 
ready with a big purse and a determina
tion to !, use the contents of it, the 
prohibition people are in no way disturb
ed. They will have their legislative 
committee m readiness, however, and will 
be prepared for battle at a moment's 
notictr^g^j 

L^^GCAL 8UFF11AGE. &•' ^ 

• The eqial suffarge advocates have re
organized for war and they will also be 
on hand with a vigorous demand for the 
submission, two years hence, of the same 
amendment to the state constitution, that 
was defeated last fall. There will be con
siderable opposition to the idea of sub
mitting this amendment again so soon, on 
the ground, the opponents say, that it was 
overwhelmingly defeated at the last 
election;'., but the women maintain that 
the vote on equal suffrage last fall, fell 
far short of expressing the real feeling 
among the'people on this question; that 
the manner in which it was submitted, 
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state institutions to gi 
money. It has been asi 
doing this, besides abolishing some of the 
state'offices, boards etc., and cutting 
down the membership in the legislature, 
an amount equal to the deficit in the 
treasury can be saved and thus get along 
without intensifying the already heavy 
burdens now upon the backs of the peo
ple. A vigorous kick will come from the 
republicans against this proposition, but 
independents and democrats are determin
ed that something shall be done to correct 
the present degree of extravagance, and 
if they do no fall out in their manifest 
harmony on this point, it is likely that 
they' will make some of the office
holder's hair stand on end before the close 

,of the session. 

- OTHEB REFORMS TO BE MADE. 

There will also be a desperate effort 
made on the' part of the independents, 
to fulfill their promises in admin
istering other needed reforms; such 
taxing chattle mortgages, reducing the 
legal rate of interest, and passing a law 
for a uniform system of text books in 
public schools. Reduction of salaries of 
county officers will be a question pursued 
with a sharp stick and also the question 
of ballot reform. On the subject of 
irrigation some action will be taken en 
abling the promotion of a practical sys 
tem and it is probable that the submission 
of an amendment to the constitution, 
permitting counties and townships to 
bond themselves for irrigation purposes, 
will be the result. 

CONTESTED ELECTION CASES. " ' 

The excitement of the session will 
probably begin with the con tested election 
cases of which there are at least six, 
three from Brown county and three.from 
the Black Hills. The most interesting of 
these will be the cases from Brown coun
ty, where the republican county canvass
ing board succeeded in throwing out 
enough independent votes, to elect three 
republican candidates. There seems to be 
no question, among independents, that 
the evidence in these cases will seat the 
ndependent candidates. In the Black 
Hi)|s cases, the situation is very peculiar. 
The independents there base their claims 
to the seats upon what they say is a fact 

that the: republicans counted in- them men 

hip of an adjoining county/ There 
beingiavdispute over the -county line be-
tween Lawreiice and-Meade counties, it 
^impossible tojsjpredlct anything of the 

a>to*j<jrity,-onjoint, 
for*theml$ 

bable outcome-of these oases; 
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THE SENATORIAL SITUATIONS 7.\ • •/••T? 
Is decidedly li^dhe • darl^; 

friends :o£ all the different cai 
4^parently confiddltof succesflPFMHor 
Moody will in. |i^Pj^M)|ility be the re
publican? caucus nominee, and that ^ i^ 
about all that can be said of the situation 
at present. There sa been some doubt; 
that Ma -Moody would-be noininaied, but 
it is no^r officially . Announced - th|kt the 
'Combine ha&; rdecidld that he must be 
nominated ^lanitQ^uwy. ^ut as the rei-
publicans areiat least1 members short of 

•M4 
V iv-' k from the convert at 'least 4 

opposition to gain the victory. This, 
will be impossible for them to :do with. 
Moody as the nominee, fdr taost^of the in
dependents are very pronounced^ag&ins^ 
him |nd nearly all the democrats are >a» 
bitterly opposed to him M twi: 
dents. JpEfence, it appears that tl\e l$acly 
goose is raretty thoroughly cooked unless^ 
he us^4!Hney in the most reckless-'man 
her; and'it is this that his opponents 
•have always feared%nore'than ^hey have 
his actual strength. Als;.to.-|he- indepen
dents and.the democrats, it i%i|i^]poiifble 
to give any.idea (tLvrhat action they-will 
take; .bo%,^ot^J^M*ditfg:'* the fact that 
it has been-consjian' Wprecficted' that the 
independents will 'turn in- -with the 
democrats and elect Bartlett Tripp,»there 
is no foundation for the statement. - jNo 
independent lias yet been heard to express 
himself as favorable to the election^of-
Mr. Tripp, tmd sope of them are qp oi>en 
in their denounisiation of Tripp as 
axeof Moody, . l^ie democuts have 
prptiy big b%rre^ however, and bebi^S 

begins, they will make some tall promises 
to catch the independents, but it will 
be impossible to get them all, on any kind 
of a proposition; and if the two should 
fuse on the election of a senator, they 
will probably go into a" caucus together. 
In this event the democrats will be out
voted and Alonzo Ward all, of Huron 
made the nominee. The fight will then 
be between Moody and WardalL If the 
formers' barrel is sufficient inducement 
for four democrats to support him, he 
will be the senator; if not, WardaU will 
be the man. It aQ depends 
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A 0HBISTKA8 WEDDING. 

Edmrd Weaat and Miso Lizzie Ostrander. of. Lin-
•coin Township, Join Hands in Wedlock. 

MAPLE GBOVE, Dec. 2d.—Special Cor
respondence: A happy event occurred at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson 
Ostrander, of this locality yesterday. Mr. 
Edward Weast, and Miss Lizzie Ostran
der, both of Maple Grove, were waited 
in marriage, the Rev. T. Simmons, of 
Canton, officiating. Mr. Weast has :been 
a citizen of Dakota for the past four 
years, and with his estimable better balf, 
is held in high esteem. Miss Ostrander 
has lived here with her parents since 
early childhood. Her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ostrander are among the oldest set
tlers of this section of the country. While 
others have come and gone, they have 
had the pluck to stand by the old home 
stead and as a result the surroundings 
exhibit the genial pleaseantry and com
fort which always rewards such faithful
ness. Should ''Lizzie" inherit these val
uable tokens of her thrifty elders, "Ed' 
will find that he has a • 'stand-by" through 
the vicissitudes of this changeable life. 
The presence of seventy guests, with 
their many presents at the wedding, gives 
evidence of the high estimation which the 
happy pair hold among their friends and 
neighbors. All in all it was an occasion 
that will long be remembered by many 

others than the happy couple who joined 
hands for life. List of presents next 
week. ... * v • * . T. S. 

John Steensland disposed of a carload 
of steers Tuesday to Thos. Fisher, of 
Beresford, price $2.80, home weights; 
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8 and gentlemen let me tell 
fluence the whisky ring have 
national legislation. The 
has a law passed that when 

acture a barrel of whisky they 
into a government warehouse 
tyernment will house it for 
iree years before they will be 
ay the tax of ninety cents per 

the end of three years there 
gallons of that whisky 

the government will pay the 
isired to sell that' whisky at 
one or two years he can walk 
iter's place and sell him the 
id then walk down to the build 
,y the government 90 cents a 
stamps, stick them on the bar-
as it out and deliver it. And 
past winter congress passed a 
hen any of these distillers want 

any whisky they my do so 
•ying any "tax on the same, 
e tell you something that the 

is did not tell you in the last 
al campaign. It is this, That 

id taxes on whisky in the bonded 
warehouses of the United States, were it 
colleciedl tomorrow, would increase the 
surptuf^n the treasury $68,000,000. My 
fri^ds^hink of a combination that is 
ablfe 
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mechanical genus; plenty of willing 
hands to do , the work; and 
substances are ample to sustain life and 
physical strength while the work is being 
done. Why is the operative debared 
from making the improvements? 
furthermore, why d<Ses not the merchant 
have more customers? He fills his store 
with all kind of goods, displays them- in 
the best of manner—inviting to all 
observers and their gaze is tempted to 
possess the exquisite array of things they 
find displayed before their eyes. But 
why don't they have their wants suppli-' 
ed? 

i&ihake you and I as citizens of this 
innent furnish them with sixty 
trillions of credit to do business 

, ftlid then say that you would not 
thl Knights of Labor ot Farmers 

Se to crush that out, because it 
enty-flve cents per month iq 

dues; Sin't you ashamed of yourselves? 
. ; S' 14-CENT COBN; $14 COAL. '' / 

In the month of December last I was in 
St. Louis, meeting with the delegates to 
the farmers convention and they told that 
they were paying 3 per cent for money 
borrowed on notes to raise the money to 
buy seed with which to plant their farms, 
and that they were now endeavoring to 
meet these notes (and not with very graat 
success, either) with money obtained by 
selling corn at 14 cents a bushels deliver 
ed on board -the cars. Six days from 
that lime I was at my home in the state 
of New York. The first morning after 
got home my wife treated me to a Jonny 
cake, and I was congratulating myself on 
her economical turn ot mind in feeding 
me on food that only cost 14 cents per 
bushel. All at once the idea occurred to 
me to ask .how much she paid for that 
food. "Well," she replied, "I bought 
fresh twenty:five pound :sack yesterday 
and I paid-thirty cents for at." Corn 14 
cents a bushel in Kansas had become 60 
cents a bushel in corn meal in New York 
in six days I am out here to see if I can 
find that difference, or at least to find out 
where it has gone. 

Two weeks after that I -was in the coal 
fields of Lackawanna and Wyoming and 
they informed me that the miners had 
only been working eight days per month 
for the past five months. Here is the 
-situation: Corn 14 cents per bushel in 
Kansas; anthracite coal $14 a ton in Kan
sas; farmers burning corn in Kansas; and 
miners ip. Pennsylvania working only 
eight days per month and their families 

going hungry for the want of corn. And 
yet we have a secretary of Agriculture— 
appointed by the present adminstration 
and labelled a f aimer after they got' him 
—that has been telling you f armers that 
the trouble is that you have an overpro
duction of corn. i ^ 

GOVERNMENT RAILROADS. 

That the government shall obtain 
possession, under the right of eminent 
domain; of all telegraphs, telephones and 
railroads, and that hereafter no charter 
or license be issued, to any corporation 
for construction or operation of any 
means of transporting : intelligence, pas
sengers and freight" 

This article is number XVIII. We are 
told by our conservative friends, that that 

is a communistic idea. That if- it was 
put into operation it would revolutionize 
our whole system of government. Well, 
now, that fellow has got down fine what 
it would do. My friends, I have been as 
close an observer of public affairs as any 
one for a quarter of a century, and I 
kno\? to a certainty that this government 
of ours has, during that length of time, 
been run in the interest of the . few as 
against the interest of the many, and I 
think that it is time that it was revolu-
tioned, and I am trying as hard as -1 can 
to revolutionize it. 

We are told there was a time in Eng
land, where I was brought up, that a 
man could not drive a horse, hog, sheep,' 
or-a goat, on a highway without paying a 
tribute to a corporation in the form of a 

toll." But now the community of the 
county takes care of the county roads, 
the community of the city the city roads, 
and the town take care of the town roads, 
and we have a great deal better roads, 
and every man drives as many horses, 
hogs, sheep and goats as he likes and pays 
tribute to no one, and I do not know of 
any one that wants to go back to the old 
toll road. In some sections they have 
not abolished them yet. For instance in 
the state of Pennsylvania, they still have 
them. Three years ago I dclivpred the 
oration at Sunbury, forty miles from the 
capital of that state. In the morning of 
that day they took me a carriage ride 
over to the town of Northumberland, and 
in going over there we had to pass 
through a bridge a quarter of a mile in 
length, and when we got through the 
bridge a tax gatherer stopped us and de 
manded 12 cents for going through the 
bridge. We paid it and while doing so 
an American citizen, a stout, able bodied 
young man, stood there. He looked up 
into my face and said, "Sir I want to get 
across that bridge and I have not got 
three cents to pay my toll and this man 
will not let me go. Will you pay it for 
me?" I put my hand in my pocket and 
fflve the toll gatherer three centd_ The 
moment that it jingled in his Kanas, this 
American citizen straightened himfself up 
and asked the toll man, "Will you let 
me go now?" That is the situation in the 
state of Pennsylvania^ the "Keystone 
States,"—which means the keystone that 
holds up the arch of this great republic, 
—where our American citizens cannot 
walk across the state on the Fourth day 
of July without swimming a river a quar
ter of a mille if he has not got three cents 
in his pocket. * 

25 CENTS TO CABRT A LETTER. 

Again 1 am told that there was a time 
when it cost twenty-five cents to carry a 
letter three hundred miles. It was not 
done by the government then. It was 
done by corporations like the toll road 
Three years ago while in the city 
of Washington I bought a copy of the 
Baltimore American, a twelve page paper, 
And when I opened it a little .six column 
supplement fell out. I picked it up and 
looked at it. It was a fae simile copy of 
that paper issued one hundred and fifteen 
yearns ago. They were celebrating their 
one hundredth anniversary by presenting 
their customers with a copy of their first 
edition, one hundred and fifteen years 
ago. The man who started the Balti
more American was named William God 
dard, and he was the first man that ever 
ran a post road in America,—three years 
before the revolutionary war—and he 
charged people 25 cents to carrry a letter 
from Baltimore to Philadelphia, a dis
tance of ninety-four miles. It was done 
by corporation at that time, like the toll 
road. Then the government took hold of 
it, and they brought postage down to 
twelve cents, then to three cents, then to 
two cents, and now instead of it being 
twenty-five cents for three hundred miles, 
it is 3,000 miles for two cents; and if it 
does not find the fellow that you sent it 
to they will bring it back for nothing.— 
To be Continued* - .. -
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A PRACTICAL ILLUBTBATIOH. 

'il. 

How A Lot of'"Extravagant" Farmers Hade Im-
porvements Without Issuing Bonds. 

CANTON, Dec, 29.—EDITOR LEADEB; 

Why can we not have reasonable and 
needed improvements? Here is plenty of 
material to do the work; plenty of 

part a surplus of another and each par
ticular section needs the other surplus; 
why is not the exchange made? The 
saying is that one fool can ask more ques* 
tions than ten wise men can answer and I 
presume some of my political opponents 
will bring this up against me here; but 
ithe questions I have asked are also being 
asked by a good many others these days, 
and it behoves every true citizens to ask 
himself the same, and not until he has 
answered them and solved the problem 
therein involved, can he go to the polls and 
cast his ballot for the best interests of 
himself and his country. 

The Sioux Valley News considers me 
unreasonable in criticizing the methods 
by which Canton is securing her water 
works; it thinks when'I find grounds for 
complaint, ^t becomes my simple duty to 
propose a better method. 

I have already pointed to the most ex
tensive remedy that could be employed to 
help Canton out of her difficulty as well 
as release all the industrial enterprises ot 
the country from the incumberances that 
overhang us; but the News is disposed to 
wash this away with a ridicule and with* 
out even an 
grounds.*', j 

But suppose 
should attempt to offer direct, practical \ 
suggestions upomrach-matters,. how- do 
you suppose the finished financiers of the 
modern school would receieve them? Past 
history and the recent action of the News 
have demonstrated that they would simp' 
ly laugh at a man bringing such sugges* 
tions. According to the modern school 
of financier's nothing is so sweet, and 
nothing more pleasant to fall in with r.15 
than a long-time bond. The undefined x 
future has something attratcive about it 
that men in this day and age are easily- 's'v 
led into. Thiis^ fact alone would be- ^ 
sufficient reason for me to decline to in* v*f; 

flictany "dictatorship,"— as such advice V 
from a man like me, would probably be 
termed. > • £ • "s 

I ask yoU to permit me,1 ho wever, to " i 
mention how our district has built a • 
school house. I mention this by way of i 
a demonstration of the fact that "where 

attempt 

a man ifa. my position 
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there is a will, there is a way." 
It was in the year 1880, when it became 

evident that a new school house was 
needed. The first question presenting 
itself was how to procure the funds. The 
law was consulted. The statutory bond 
regulations were looked up. The shortest 
time for which bonds could be issued was 
ten years, at eight per cent interest and 
a sinking fund to be established after five 
years. The estimated cost of the house 
was $1,000. The voters gazed at these 
conditions—ten years?—eight per cent 
interest ?—$800 for the use of the money 
to build a school house—yes, a penalty of 

> for the temporary use of $1,000 of 
the people's own money. They kept feel
ing around these bond regulations like a 
cat would around a dish of hot porrage. 
It was tempting; a trap easy to get into, 
but they looked a little further and could 
not see their way out, and after mature 
consideration, one old rusty-coat—I be
lieve they'd call him a "hayseed" here in 
Canton—was overcome by a sufficient 
amount of combativeness to give the 
bonding act a vigorous kick so that the 
law-book, bond paper, ink and all went 
clear across the school house lot, and they 
all shouted "get thee behind me, satan; 
thou art begotten of the devil and born in 
hell;" "We will get along with our old 
school house two years longer and in the 
meantime levy a tax for a school house 
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[Continued on fifth page.j 
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