
DEATH AND DEVASTATION X;. 

SPREAD BY FLOOD AND FIRE 
& More than 50 Persons 
. - Perish in Calamity at 

Topeka, Kan. 

Suburb Across the River Is 
Almost Destroyed by 
k the Elements. 

Residents Cling to House Roofs 
as They Are Swept by|g 

the Torrent, ? 
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Fifty Thousand Made Homeless 
by Waste ef Waters in 

Three States. 
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Death, wreck and devastation have 
marched in the wake of great floods In 
Kansas, Nebrasaka and Iowa. Many 
Jrnve been drowned, hundreds placed 
In mortal peril and tens of thou
sands driven from their homes by 
raging rivers swollen beyond all pre
vious measure by the rains. Two State 

^capitals—Topeka and Des Moines— 
the centers of the ruin and suffer-

'-"p the danger of the rushing 
S^ors ^hich had invaded both busi

ness* and residence districts of both 
capitals was added the more dreadful 
peril of Are. Submerged, the water 
works of both cities and a score of les
ser towns in the three States had been 
•hut down and no protection against 
flames had been left to them. 

Fire and flood are responsible for "the 
taking of 50 lives in North Topeka, a 

; suburb of Topeka, Kan., directly 
across the Kansas River. 

Early Saturday afternoon one or two 
of the water logged houses took fire. 
With five miles of water all around 
there was no means of fighting the 
flames. A high wind was blowing and 
one of the burning buildings broke 

its foundations, and, swept 
the swirling current, spread 

Ica'ihAnd destruction on every hand. 
•^Acrea of Buildlngr* Ablaze. A...'-;.,. 
Soon, the acres upon acres of sub

merged territory were dotted with 
burning Buildings, some stationary, 
some wind blown from point to point 
The floating flreships Ignited whatever 
they touched. These spread the flames 
so rapidly that at one time eighty sep
arate fires wfere counted from the 
dome of the capitol. 

All the preceding night and during 
the daylight hours the, roofs of houses, 
factories, and other buildings had been 
havens of refuge for the men, women 
and children who lived and were trap-, 
per in the district, "^hey had not suf
fered for want of food, even though 
each house bad ten feet of water In 
it, and though the rapidity of the cur
rent prevented rescue by boat they all 
hoped that In twenty-four hours or so 
the flood would subside sufficiently to 
allow their escape. 

But when death by fire appeared be-
eyes they became panic 
lb a number of cases they 

ito the water long before 
. of refuge were threatened 

ies, preferring death by 
drowning to their chances of being 
caught by the fire. .• • 

Futile Attempts at Escape. ; 
Futile attempts were made to escape 

by every method that Ingenuity 
spurred on by the sight of rapidly ad
vancing death could suggest. Bafts 
were Improvised, on which the women 
and children were placed. Men threw 
trunks, bureaus, tables and other arti
cles of .furniture into the water, then 
jumped on them, and sought to float to 
safety. Those wlio escaped the float
ing Are as a general rule, were of little 
value In buffeting the swirling torrent1 

full of burning driftwood and the de
bris of wrecked houses. 

Business in Topeka was practically 
at a standstill because of Memorial 
day and most of the stores were closed 
the greater part of the day. The flood 
and the condition of the sufferers took 
the attention of everyone, to the exclu
sion of all else. An army of men was 
engaged in the relief work, and It 
would be idle to attempt to jjace an 
estimate on the immense number res
cued. > 

Thousands Given Shelter. 
lOUsands were sheltered in the 

put)& "buildings and In the Auditorium 
2,000 homeless people ere quartered. 
Great -wagon loads of clothing and 
provisions Were sent and the Imme
diate needs of the; unfortunates pro
vided for. In this large number of ref
ugees were Russians, Italians and 
many other of the poorer class of the 
city's population. A number of these 
were afflicted with, contagious dis
eases. The physicians of the city say 
that as a result of this an epidemic 
of sickness of all kinds may se looked 

The county courthouse and the fed-: 
erat building were crowded with peo
ple of all classes. 

Unprecedented floods have been rag
ing in central and eastern Kansas, 
northwestern Missouri, eastern Ne
braska afcd southwestern Iowa, the re
sult of ten- days of almost continuous 
rainfall. Many lives have been lost 
and It is estimated that no less than 
50,000 persons have been driven from 
their homes, many of which were 
washed away, and that- the property 
loss wiil run well up Into the millions 

Jtdlars. . 
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RESULTS OF THE FLOODS IN THE MIDDLE WEST 

DEAD. 
North Topeka, Kan. 
Kansas City and Armourdale, Kan...... 
Council Grove, Kan 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Other Iowa Cities 
Valencia, Kan 
Kansas City, Mo...... 
Oklahoma City, Okl*.......... i.......... 

-^."Total .. I' 
('i-t v 

(Estimated) 
(Estimated) 

< 50 
50 

*' 15 
7 
5 
3 
i 
1 

DYING FROM EXPOSURE 
fcorth Topeka 

HOMELE88. 
Kansas City, Armourdale and Argentina, Kan.... 
North Topeka, Kan 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Other Kansas points ... 
Other Iowa points 
In Iffebraslca 
Harlem and Sheffield, Mo ' 

Total ••.««•••••••••• 
FINANCIAL LO8SE8. 

North Topeka, Kan. 
Kansas City and Armourdale, Kan 
Other Kansas Cities 
Des Moines, Iowa ............ • 
Lincoln, Beatrice, and Madison, Neb ...... 
Crops In Middle West and Miscellaneous ......... 

TOtfll •••< 

132 

.. (Estimated) / 50 

V, 25.000 
10,000 

. 6,000 

.. (Estimated) 2,000 
•  • • •  1 , 0 0 0  

1.000 
1.000 

* 46.000 

. (Estimated) <5,000,000 
..... 4,000,000 

2,000,000 
..(Estimated) 2,000,000 

800,000 
3,000,000 

.$18,000,000 

r 
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The rains have been general, " and 
every river In five States la oat of lta 
bands. Reports of loss of life and 
property losses will not all be In for a 
week, as wires are down In all direc
tions and scores of miles of railway 
track have been swept away. 

The greatest damage has been occa
sioned between Kansas City and Ells
worth, Kan., 200 miles west At Kan
sas City, Kan., and In the suburban 
towns of Armourdale and Argentine, 
and at Harlem and Sheffield, Mo., near 
Kansas City, an aggregate of 10,000 
persons have been forced to leave their 

FIFTY DEAD IN KAN8A8 CITY. 

Kaw sad Miaaoarl Blvera Unrlow and 
Work Great Havoc. 

Kansas City, Mo., and its suburbs are 
enduring the worst flood in their history. 
Fifty persons are reported killed, and 
millions of dollars' worth of property has 
been destroyed. The waters of the Kaw 
and Missouri Rivers are four feet above 
the disastrous level of 188}, and their 
swollen tide spreads over twelve square 
miles of the city and its suburbs. 

Twelve bodies were counted as they 
floated past on Sunday. In nearly every 
instance they were lying across pieces of 
wreckage. 

TEN DAYS OF TORNADOES BREAK 
j STORM RECORDS IN THE WEST 
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MAP SHOWING POINTS VISITED BY DESTRUCTIVE STORMS. 
1 1 Results ol the Cyclonic Wave. 

McLean County, III. 
Adjacent counties .... 
FOBS, Okla 
Oklahoma City, Okla. . 
Enid, Okla 
Norman, Neb 
Uplands, Neb 
Pauline, Neb. 
Fairfield, Neb 
Elmo, Mo. 
South' Des Moines, la. 
Olcnwood, la. 
Buxton, la 
Lincoln, Neb 
Hastings. Neb 
Davey, Neb. ;. 
Herman, Neb 
Wellington, Kan. 
Newton, Kan 
Valley Center, Kan. . 
Hartwell, Neb. 

In- Dam-
KUled. jnred. age. 

120,000 Rolfc, la 
80,000 Napiervllle, la. 
20,000 Peru, 111 

2 100,000 Gray, la 
2 800,000 Creston, la. .. 
8 40,000 Comes, Neb. 
8 75,000 ~ 

40,000 

In- Dam-
Killed. Jured. age. 

8 

S 
S 
a 
e 

12 

'i 
13 
8 
8 
7 
2 
4 

Abilene. Kan. .. 
Bala, Kan t 

40,000 Tecumseh, Neb 4 
123,000 Sallna, Kan 
80,000 Carmen, Okla 3 
40,000 Eureka, Kan 
SO,000 Wantage, Okla: ......... .. 

280.000 Dodge City, Kan 1 
30,000 Coffeyvllle, Kan 
60,000 Eldorado. Kan 

Arkansas City, Kan 1 
St. Charles, Minn 
Scattering 2 

25,000 
25,000 
80,000 
20,000 
40,000 

5 
2 

'3 
12 

'i 
100 

6 
*2 

12 

815,000 
10,000 
15,000 
20,000 
10,000 
12,000 
60,000 
44,000 

20,066 
160,000 
70,000 
10,000 
20,000 
42,000 
25,000 
14,000 
30,000 

400,000 

Totals 58 233 $2,560,000 

Terrific winds In seven States have killed 58 persons, Injured 233 and 
caused a loss of $2,500,000. 

Tornadoes, destructive windstorms and torrential rains, that cause de
vastating, floods, are by no means unfamiliar things In the West during the 
spring months, but this year, during one brief- period of ten days in May, a 
large section of the West bas been afflicted with such destructive forces as 
It never was before during a period of similar length. Tornadoes raged 
almost dally, floods repeated themselves within a space of twenty-four 
hours, and) even straight-blowing winds, such as usually accompany thun
der storms, developed power sufficient to entail a heavy loss of property 
and life. 1 , 

The worst phases of these storms were, for the most part, confined to 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa, though Missouri, Minnesota and 
Illinois also suffered to some extent. In Oklahoma and Kansas the. floods 
produced by the heavy rains, in some places veritable cloudbursts, caused 
the greatest damage; In Nebraska the terrific winds, while Iowa suffered 
from both wind and water In equal amount. The storms prevailed gener
ally all over Iowa and Kansas; In Oklahoma they were confined, for the 
most part, to the central sections, while In Nebraska the principal damage' 
occurred In -the eastern and northern portions. In all .these States the prop
erty loss has been extremely heavy, hundred^ of farmhouses being de
stroyed, and a number of small towns almost obliterated. Scores of per
sons have been killed and the number of the Injured mounts to quite an 
alarming figure. 
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8CENE OF THE DI8A8TER. 

SHADED PORTION OF MAP INDICATES FLOODED TERRITORY. 

homes and 8,000 employes of the num
erous packing-house and railroad shopB 
in the bottoms are out of employment. 

Large Diatrlct Under Water, 
The already flooded condition of cen

tral and eastern Kansas, which has 
been in the grasp of the flood, became 
acute Saturday night by a sudden rise 
in all streams, which were swollen by 
heavy rains. The rivers along which 
the main damage was done are the 
Kansas, which at many places from 
Its source at Kansas City to Manhat
tan, Kan., a distance of 110 miles, has 
spread out over miles of land on either 
side-of its original bed; the Smoky Hill 
river, south from Manhattan, a dis
tance of another 100 miles,. touching 
Junction City, Abilene; Sallna and Ells
worth, flooding all these towns and the 
intervening country; the Blue river 
north from Manhattan, the Missouri 
river north and east of Kansas City 
and the Des Moines river at Des 
Moines. . 

Railway traffic In Kansas has been 
practically at a standstill for several 
days, dozens of big bridges having 
been washed out between Kansas City 
and Ellsworth and many miles of 
tracks being under water. In Kansas 
Oklahoma and Missouri not lees than 
30,000 persons are homeless, 

; • Maav Will Ola of Exposure. ' 

It Is feared that many deaths will 
result as the outcome of the fearful 
night spent by' sufferers in the flooded 
districts. Many sick persons were car
ried out of houses about to, be swept 
away and forced to remain without 
shelter in the cold rain. Owing to the 
suddenness with which the flood came 
no preparations cotdd be made. It is 
believed that the figures reached In the 
disastrous flood of 1881 will be sur
passed. . ... . j 

The heaviest financial loss is at Ar
mourdale, where the losses to the packing 
industry and others are placed conserva
tively at $2,500,000. Argentine, another 
suburb, has suffered losses estimated at 
$500,000. Other losses which cannot now 
be estimated will increase the total very 
mnterially. Armourdale, with a .popu
lation of 10,000 people, is deserted, and 
itq site marked only by the tops of build
ings and a number of fires. 

Two- thirds of Argentine is under wa
ter: Over 4,500 people in this suburb 
found safety in the higher part of the 
town. All bridges over the Kaw River 
are down and the only communication 
with Armourdale is by boat. 

Kansas City is without a water supply, 
the flood having disabled the pumping 
station, and the utmost care is being 
taken that no fires shall break out. Even 
a small fire, it is feared, would start a 
conflagration. . Only one street car line 
in the city was running, owing to the 
disabling of the power plants by the 
flood. 

Two-thirds of Argentine, a railroad 
and manufacturing town on the south 
bank of the Kansas River, six miles from 
Kansas City, is inundated by ten to twen
ty feet of water, and probably $500,000 
of damage has been done. Forty-five 
hundred of the 6,500 inhabitants are 
homeless, and nearly 3,000 are destitute. 
Five bridges have been swept away, all 
the railroad tracks and factories are un
der water, and business is suspended. 

Dispatches received in Chicago by the 
Western railroads indicate that condi
tions in the flooded districts of Iowa, Mis
souri and Kansas are at their worst. The 
lowlands bordering the larger streams are 
reported under water and farmers and 
residents of the smaller towns are in the 
gravest danger. The heaviest floods are 
along the Kaw River. This stream is a 
small-sized Missouri in its behavior, and 
variations in its channels are (frequent. 

' The British Postofflce Department 
handled last ye&r 92 pieces of mail; mat
ter per capita of population, while the 
United States Postofflce Department 
handled 197 pieces per capits. 

AID 8ENT FROM CHICAGO. 
Fire Engine and Six Department Men 

to Fight Iowa Perils. 
The Chicago fire department was ap

pealed to for aid in relieving die distress 
of the flood sufferers in Iowa. A special 
train was sent to Des Moines with a fire 
engine and six men. 

North Topeka a Mannfactnrlns City of 
Nearly 10,000 People. 

North Topeka constitutes the First 
Ward of the capital city of Kansas. It 
is located on the north shore of the Kan
sas River, known colloquially as the 
Kaw, the old Indian name of the stream. 
The city of Topeka proper is on the 
sooth bank of the river. North Topeka 
contains about 9,000 to 10,000 inhabit
ants, many of them negroes. Until twen
ty-five years ago it was an independent 
municipality, but now it is included under 
the same government as Topeka. The 
Mayor, of Topeka resides there. It has 
three railroads and railroad stations, ele
vators', mills, lumber yards, stores, banks, 
schools, churches, and It represents, or 
did represent, fully one-fourth of the 
wealth of the city of Topeka. It fronts 
on the river and north and east of it is 
Soldier Creek, a stream that flows from 
the prairies on the north. Beyond this 
creek the ground is higher. 

The river normally is about 1,000 yards 
wide at spring tide. Saturday night it 
spread all over the low lying ground on 
either side, and fully five miles wide. 
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fewreme-Big-fJoupffill Picked up bzj 
J7oQd 3nd CQxried. River* 

The floods In the Des Moines River 
have paralyzed the high-pressure system 
in use in that city. Depending upon this 
system the city government has disposed 
of all except one or two of its engines 
and they, being of antiquated pattern, 
are not capable of performing the work 
which would devolve upon them in the 
event of a spreading fire. For these rea
sons the Chicago department was appeal
ed to and aid was also sought from other 
cities. ' 

Santa Fe passenger train No. 1, west 
bound, was derailed aj^Bollldge, Kan. 
Several passengers wernslightly injured. 

Saturday afternoon perhaps 5,000 peo
ple, warned by reports of the deluge that 
was coming from the Smoky and Repub
lican above, fled from their homes, leav
ing their household goods behind, but the 
rest of the population, believing that 
what the oldest inhabitant never had 
witnessed would not happen, reifused' to 
move, and in the night the flood came 
like a tidal wave and .drove them out of 
their beds. 

Some sought upper stories, only to'be 
driven to their roofs, and many, took to 
trees. Many took to boats and to rafts 
and some were drowned. How many 
were drowned will never be known. 

STOP POSTAL ABUSES. 

PROTESTS OF COUNTRY MER> 
CHANTS ARE HEARD. 

Baral Carriers Will Not Be Permitted 
to Act as Agents for Mall Order 
Flrma—Complaints From All Parts 
•f the Coantry. 

Owing to the vast number of com
plaints forwarded to the Postoflice' De
partment at Washington by the proprie
tors of country stores and other , local in
dustries, an order has been issued dis--
continuing the practice of sending to a 
large number of manufacturing concerns 
and mail order firms throughout the coun
try daily bulletins containing informa
tion .regarding the establishment of local 
routes, their location and the names of 
the carriers. 

This practice of distributing informa
tion wholesale under a government frank 
was held to be unjust discrimination in 
favor of the big concerns of 'the country 
and against the industries of the rural 
communities. 

The second step in the endeavor td 
correct the existing conditions will be 
taken by Postmaster General Payne 
within a few days, when he will issue 
an order calling the attention of the 
employes of the rural free delivery ser
vice to that section of the postal regu
lations which prohibits a carrier on a 
Tural route from acting as agent for any 
firm in the sale of commodities to patrons 
along his line of route. 

The third step will be taken by the 
Postmaster General some time in the 
near future by rescinding the order is
sued some months ago instructing each 
postmaster to post in a conspicuous 
place in his office the names and ad
dresses of patrons along the rural routes 
branching out from his headquarters. 

Ever since this last order wns issued 
the department has been deluged with 
complaints and petitions, requesting, 
urging and even demanding its revoca
tion. 

One of the most serious aspects of the 
case is considered t6 be that with regard 
to rural carriers acting as agents for va
rious concerns. It is this practice which 
more than., any other has enabled the 
mail order firms to secure a strong foot
hold in rural communities and to make 
great inroads into the business of theii 
local competitors. 

Many of the petitions received said 
that rural carriers in certain communis 
ties acted as purchasing agents for conv 
mission houses, which dealt in eggs, but
ter and cheese; others who represented 
large dairymen, went about on the look
out for bargains in cows and contracted 
for the delivery of milk at railroad sta
tions, while still others bought hay, corn, 
wheat and other farm products for the 
firms represented by them. 

These same carriers or others, the 
complaints asserted, acted as agents for 
sometimes as many as a dozen firms and 
sold more different things than they 
bought. They took orders for clothing, 
both for men and women, canned goods, 
flour, stoves, lamps, harness, sewing ma
chines, in fact everything that is includ-. 
ed in the assorted stock of a country 
store and many things that are not. 

The officials of the Postofflce Depart: 
ment declare that every effort will be 
made to prevent the alleged discrimina-' 
tion against local industries and to pre
serve the popularity of the growing ser
vice, which is daily becoming a more im* 
portant branch of the postal system. 

FLEE FROM THE FLOOD. 

Five Thousand Illinois People Leave 
Menaced Land for Safety. 

The Sny levee, thirty-five miles long 
and protecting 100,000 acres of land 
along the Mississippi on the Illinois side, 
is in danger and at least five thousand 
people have left the lowlands or are pre' 
paring to leave. 

Hundreds of acres of rich farming land 
have been flooded by the breaking of the 
Green Bay bottom levee, south of Bur
lington, Iowa, and below Warsaw, 111., 
train service )ias been cut off by the 
breaking of the Hunt levee. ^ All low 
land in the vicinity is submerged. 

In St. Louis railroad tragk$ along the 
fiver front are submerged and all roads 
are seriously embarrassed^ 
traffic to Kama? City and the West ah3 
Northwest Is badly crfppled. 

Carondelet (South St. Louis) tha 
river is four miles wide, extending on the 
Illinois side to the Mobile and Ohio 
tracks, which alone serve as a protection 
to thousands of acres of farm land. In 
North.St Louis the stream is three miles 
wide. No estimate of the damage done 
can be given until tho water subsides. 

Kansas floods are receding and the 
cost is being counted up. Engineers who 
have gone over the situation in Kansas 
City estimate that the cost of rehabilita
tion will range from $5,000,000 to $6,000,-
000. Unless great precaution is observ
ed a terrible epidemic of sickness may 
follow the flood. The whole terminal 
system of the railroads in the bottoms 
must be rebuilt. The bridges alone will 
entail an expenditure of several mill
ions. Sewers are entirely washed out 
and must be replaced,' and a complete 
new pumping station must be constructed 
on higher ground. As the water sub
sides a slime-covered tract of land five 
miles square is being disclosed, and it 
hourly, becomes more apparent that the 
task confronting the two cities is a stu
pendous one. 
, At the stockyards 2,500 hogs and 300 
cattle were drowned. 

The death list will be very much small
er than first estimated, as the early re
ports sent out were greatly exaggerat
ed because of inability to get communica
tion with many of the stricken districts. 

Armourdale and Argentina, suburbs of 
Kansas City, Kan., have issued appeals 
for aid. Contributions for Argentina 
will be received by Dr. D. E. Clopper, 
Mayor, and for Armourdale by the Ar
mourdale State Bank of Commerce, Kan
sas State Bank or Home State Bank. t 

Six bodies of unidentified flood victims 
at North Topeka were picked up Thurs
day. Sanitary conditions there have been 
made worse by the breaking of sewers, 
but no acute suffering is reported. The 
North Topeka death list is now seventy, 
one, with thirty identified. 

MlT 
Jay Taylor, who ran the first Wagner 

sleeping car in 1865, Is dead. 
Owen McCarthy of Saratoga' Is th« 

oldest man in New York, being 103. 
Russell Sage, at 86 years of age, hat 

Just employed a valet to "tag around." 
James A. Dumont, reappointed steam

boat inspector at New York, is 80 years 
of age. 

Gen. Lew Wallace has been asked to 
get up a Ben-Hur chariot race for the 
Indiana State fair this fall. 

Through, recent purchases, John D. 
Rockefeller now onus 3,000 acres in tha 
famous Sleepy Hollow valley. 

Grand Army veterans are more than 
asually interested In the question where 
the encampment o'f 1904 shall be held. 

The fact that this 
year's- reunion is 
held at San Francis
co has made it im
possible for many of 
the old soldiers to 
be present. The 
cost'of *the long jour
ney, not to mention 
its fatiguing charac
ter, is prohibitive qn 
many who live in 
the East. As the 

GMf. J. O. BLACK, members of the 
Grand Army grow older these encamp
ments become more Important and dear 
to them. Tliey do not like to miss one. 
Bo the next on* will undoubtedly be held 
hi some more convenient city. Gen. 
John C. Black of Chicago is to be elect
ed commander-in-chief of the Grand Ar
my, without any opposition. John 
Charles Black was born at Lexington, 
Miss., Jan. 27, 1839, and graduated at 
Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind., 
and later received the LL. D. degree 
from Knox College. He served in the 
Civil War from 1861 to 1865, enlisting 
as a private and being breveted a briga
dier general. He was United States pen-
lion commissioner, 1885^89; member of 
Congress, 1893-95; United States District 
Attorney for Illinois, 1895-99, and is a 
past commander of the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion in Illinois, and the 
Illinois Department of the G. A. R. 

Over 22 per cent of the men who enlist
ed in the army for the war with Spain 
have thus early applied for pensions. 
This is shown in a brief special state
ment just prepared by Commissioner 
Ware. The statement shows in detail 
that the number of applications under the 
head of "Invalids" is 57,046 and those 
under the head of "Widows and Depen
dents" is 8,390. There have bee.n allow
ed 9,881 invalid pensions and 3,160 of 
the widows and dependents class. A to
tal of 18,185 claims have been reject
ed, leaving 34,210 claims pending May 1, 
the date to which Commissioner Ware 
brought down his figures. New appli
cations me coming in daily by the hun
dred anduhe indications are that at the 
end of , the year nearly 50 per cent of the 
men whq were enrolled on the army lists 
during the war with Spain will have ap
plied to the government to have their 
names placed on the pension lists. It 
appears from the numbers of claims al
ready. made that a greater proportion of 
the men who wore the uniform of the 
army between the spring of 1898 and the 
summer of 1901 than in any other army 
ever raised by the United States had 
determined to ask the government for a 
life pension for the service rendered. 

There is a story afloat that the govern
ment of Venezuela intends to offer the 
United States the Island of Margarita, 
which stands abont 100 miles off her 
north coast, in a situation to command 
the eastern part of the Spanish main. 
This is the island that Germany has 
coveted, and a man-of-war from the 
Kaiser's fleet made extensive surveys 
down there two years ago, until Uncle 
Sam inquired what it was doing and gave 
notice that the Monroe doctrine would 
prevent the accession of any territory on 
this side of the Atlantic by the German 
government. It is believed that there 
was a secret understanding between the 
Germans and President Castro for leas
ing the island as a naval station, through 
the Hamburg-American Steamship Com
pany, which has a line to Panama, and: 
at the time was very anxious to obtain 
a coaling depot in the Caribbean sea. 
It is not known how much truth there 
is in the story. . ^, 

In answer to her suggestion that a 
claim for compensation be lodged against: 

, .Turkey In £h* amount of the ransom paid • 
; for fefr release by the brigands Mifs 
r-fshtB Stone bas been requested to supply1 

.&$ Department of State With the neces-
| sary information upon which to fr 
' a formal application .: 1$ appear) 

so far, outside of the n<Wspaper and 
magazine reports of Miss Stones Jtl«tur-
esque and sensational experience in Til?" 
key, the' State Department has very lit
tle official information upon which to pro
ceed at this stage, and until more is sup
plied it does not feel warranted in press
ing the matter. 

Postmaster General Payne has receiv
ed the resignation of John'Allgood, the 
negro free delivery carrier at Gallatin, 
Tenn., who was held up and ordered un
der threat of death to leave his route. 
The report of the agent who investigat
ed the case shows that Allgood's troubles 
were caused by two men who did not 
represent the sentiment of the people in 
the community, and the department has: 
been informed officially that the carrier 
could continue the discharge of his du
ties without fear of harm. Allgood, how
ever, declares he fears to continue the 
work, and asks to be relieved. 

Secretary Hitchcock of the Interior 
Department has "returned from a tour of 
inspection in Indian Territory and Okla
homa. He says the territories are popu
lated by intelligent and progressive peo
ple and the country is rapidly filling up. 
The richness of the soil and the climate 
make of the territories especially attrac
tive fields for settlers, and the people aTe 
prosperous. The Secretary takes positive 
grounds ngainst the consolidation of the 
two territories and their admission as one 
State; 

The Postmaster General has sent to 
Perry 8,' Heath a copy of the charges 
filed b.v Mr. Tulloch, together with a let
ter requesting any' suggestion he may 
submit on the subject. It is the first offi
cial communication with Mr. Heath dur
ing the investigation. None of the sup
plemental answers to the Postmaster 
General's letter giving the more definite 
nllesations of Mr. Tulloch have yet been 
received by Mr. Payne. 

The circulation of the national banks 
of the United States has passed $400,-
000 000, the largest amount in history, 
mid the bureau of engraving and print
ing is running night and day to fill the 
orders for notes which have already been 
(i'.pil with the Comptroller of the Cnrren-
c.v. On Dec. 31 last the total circulation 
»f national banks wns $384,829,784. At 
tin- elose of business Wednesday it was 
Mfl0,031.70:>. 

President Itoosevelt lias been asked to 
:issi t tile native born Chinese children 
of S1111 Francisco in obtaining an educa
tion in the public schools of that city. 
The complaint is made tlint the Chinese 

nni'iiicil in n special school and are 
there I'.isiiillcicntly instructed. 

Fully "i.OOO people witnessed the de
struction of $25,000 worth of gambling 
(!r'vic(.« by tin* Law aud Order League 
lit Philadelphia. 


